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Don’t Let
Home

Turn Into
Bat Cave

By Eric Gross

Putnam County Health
Department officials are
urging the public to take
extra caution when remov-
ing air conditioning units,
as the occurrence of bats
increases in the fall.
wErin Ray Pascaretti,
health department epide-
miologist, reported last
week “22 people have
rgceived post exposure
rabies treatment for cases
imvolving batsin 2019. Five
of those received medi-
cation after the bat was
caught and tested posi-
t{ve for rabies while the
tgmainder received the
Unpleasant rabies treat-
feents after being exposed
8.._&05 eitherthe batescaped
of could not be tested.”

Bats can potentially
carry and transmit rabies
and other diseases and can
enter a home by squeezing
through a gap as small an
g+half-inch and when win-
dows are opened to install
or remove air condition-
ifig units, a gap is created
between the window sash.

Pascaretti called the cap-
ture of a bat “critical. Ifone
is found in your home and
it is captured unnecessary
treatments will be avoided
as long as the bat tests nega-
tive for rabies. More than
75 percent of our treatments
may have been avoided if
the bats were captured and
tested negative.”

Across Putnam, 443 ra-
bies investigations were
conducted by the health
department in 2018 with
94 animals tested and 16
people treated for ‘reason-
able exposure probability.”

In 2017, 45 people un-
derwenttherabies inocula-
tions following exposure.

Four Putnam Students Receive Youth
Leadership Awards from Senate

Photo by Eric Gross

Alexandria Waters and her twin sister Keiko are congratulated by State Senator Sue Serino as
Putnam Valley High School Principal Sandy Intrieri and Superintendent of Schools Jeremy Luft

look on.
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BY Eric Gross

Four students from Put-
nam County have been rec-
ognized by the New York
State Senate for their aca-
demic achievements and
commitment to community
leadership.

Catriona Fee and Ashley

Haines, both from Haldane
High School in Cold Spring
were acknowledged as were
twins Alexandria and Keiko
Waters of Putnam Valley
High School.

State Senator Sue Serino
visited Putnam Valley Town
Hall earlier this month and
commended the students for

“going above and beyond to
play unique roles in their
schools. These young adults
have distinguished them-
selves not only academically
but with their commitment to
improving the school com-
munity. I am excited to see
where the future takes them.”

News tips & submissions welcome: editor@pcnr.com
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Three Putnam
Bridges Among 25
Worst In Region

By Eric Gross

Three Putnam bridges have the
inauspicious distinction of making
the top 25 list of the worst bridges
in the region.

The list was compiled in a report

issued last week by the Washington,
DC-based National Transportation
Research non-profit that used fed-
eral data to rate all of the 2,551
bridges that are 20 feet or longer.
Of those, 329 were rated as poor/
structurally deficient.

Putnam’s trio includes the Cano-
pus Creek Bridge in Philipstown,
Metro-North Railroad Bridge
on Route 6 in Brewster and the
Peekskill Hollow Creek Bridge on
Oscawana Lake Road in Putnam

The Top 25 also consists of nine
bridges in Westchester, five in Or-
ange County, three in Ulster County,
two each in Rockland and Columbia
counties and one in Dutchess.

Carolyn Kelly, Director of Re-
search for the organization, called
on New York State lawmakers to
provide additional funding at the
state level to address the “dete-
riorated bridge conditions as well
as the transportation system as a

whole.”

At last Thursday’s meet
the Putnam Legislature’s Pt
Services Committee, the
approved a resolution calli
the issuing of $800,000 in
to remove and replace the |
Road Bridge in Southeast.

The county will be reim!
through federal funds as v
state funding in conjunctio
the State Marchiselli Prog:




