
Donald b. smith government campus 

110 old route 6, bldg. #3 

Carmel NY 10512 

Monday—Friday 9-5 

Call for appointment either location 

845-808-1620 

Tuesday evenings 5-8PM 

2505 Carmel ave. (rt 6) Suite 212 

Brewster, NY 10509 

Karl Rohde, Director 

Art Hanley, deputy director 

         An E-Mail situation report (SITREP) of the Putnam County veterans service agency 

 11th Hour Ceremonies  Putnam County                                                     

9:30 AM *  Kent Veterans Memorial, Terry Hill Road, Kent 

              Carmel  VFW & Aux.  #1374, Legion Post #270 , Cootie PupTent &  #9.75 
  

10:30 AM  *Line up and parade to Monument on East Lake Blvd 

                                         Mahopac VFW Post # 5491 & Legion Post #1080  
  
10:30 AM  Parade from Post Home to Monument on Rt 311 for Ceremony  
    (Patterson) Legion Post # 1542 
 
10:30 AM  *Southeast Veterans Park at GAR Monument  (Electriczone Field)             
         Brewster Legion Post #71 & VFW Post #672  
 

11:00 AM*  Ceremony at VFW Memorial Hall-32 Gleneida Ave. 

Carmel VFW & Aux. Post #1374 , Legion Post #270 , Cootie Pup Tent & Aux. #9.75 
 

11:00 AM *  Ceremony at Monument Fairfield & Haviland 

   Put Lake VFW & Aux. #9257 & AMVETS # 2017   
 
11:00 AM  Ceremony at Veterans Memorial St.Mary’s Lawn 
   Cold Spring VFW Post #2362 & Legion Post #275 
 11:00 AM* Ceremony Putnam Valley Town Hall 

1:00 PM   *Ceremony Putnam County Veterans Memorial Park  

    Putnam County Joint Veterans Council 
 

( Events with an *  are confirmed other events listed are what was done at that       

location in the past.)   

Well we are nearing Veterans 

Day.  Indeed a special day.   

Please thank a Veteran for 

their service . 

 

Once more we will be sponsoring 

Soldier on the Shelf.  Please 

stop by this office to get a toy 

soldier to give to that special 

Veteran you know. 

 

So many things to do over the 

next few weeks.  Get out 

there and thank a Veteran. 

 

   Karl 
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Veterans Day is a federal 
public holiday in the United 
States and is celebrated 
every year on November 11. 
The holiday is meant to hon-
or veterans of the U.S. mili-
tary, which includes anyone 
who has served, whether 
they were in combat in a war 
or not. Other countries cele-
brate similar holidays at or 
around the same time of 
year as the United States, 
such as Remembrance Day 
and Armistice Day, which 
were established after the 
end of WWI. In 
fact, WWI officially ended at 
11 am on November 11, 
1918, which is why these 
holidays are celebrated at 
this time. The U.S. holiday 
was referred to as Armistice 
Day, as it is in certain parts 
of Europe, until 1954, when 

it was renamed Veterans 
Day. 

Veterans Day is not the 
same as Memorial Day, 
which is celebrated in 
May and is meant to hon-
or veterans who died 
while doing military ser-
vice. Veterans Day cele-
brates anyone who has 
served in the United 
States military, even cur-
rently living ones. 

On Veterans Day, all fed-
eral agencies are closed, 
the mail is not delivered, 
and schools are closed, 
as well. Some state, 
county, and local govern-
ment entities also cele-
brate Veterans Day, but it 
varies from place to place 

across the country. There are towns that 
have parades, memorial presentation, 
military demonstrations (such as Air 
Force flying shows), and more, while oth-
er areas do nothing except enjoy a day 
off if they get one. Those who do not 
work for a government agency or public 
school do not always get Veterans Day 
off work; it all depends on the employer. 

The Congress of the United States re-
quested the president make annual proc-
lamations of Veterans Day (then called 
Armistice Day) in 1926. It was observed 
before then, but made an official, legal 
holiday on May 13, 1938, with the date of 
celebration set as the 11th of November 
each year. Congressional Act 52 Stat. 
351; 5 U.S. Code, Sec. 87a stated the 
newly established holiday was to be, “a 
day to be dedicated to the cause of world 
peace and to be thereafter celebrated 
and known as ‘Armistice Day'.” 
 (Continued next page) 

Do you know the history of Veterans Day? Since our nation celebrates it on  

November 11, we should all know how the holiday originated. Here are the details.  

https://ancestralfindings.com/?s=WWI
https://ancestralfindings.com/wwi-draft-cards-where-to-find-them-and-what-they-can-tell-you-about-your-ancestors/
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Originally, the holiday was to 
honor only those veterans who 
had died in battle in any war in 
which the United States had 
participated. This changed af-
ter WWII in 1945. A living veter-
an of that are named Raymond 
Weeks proposed the idea to the 
federal government to use Ar-
mistice Day to celebrate every 
veteran, not just the ones who 
died in wars. Bringing a delega-
tion with him to Washington 
D.C. to meet with President Ei-
senhower, Weeks was suc-
cessful in his bid for a change 
to the scope of the holiday. He 
even got to lead the first official 
celebration of the new version 
of this day in 1947 and contin-
ued to lead the celebrations in 
his home state of Alabama until 
he died in 1985. Because of 
Weeks' campaign, he was rec-
ognized by President Ronald 
Reagan and Elizabeth Dole as 
the father of Veterans Day and 
is still known as such today.  
 
After nine years of a national 
celebration of the newly ex-
panded Armistice Day, U.S. 
Representative Ed Reese from 
Kansas put a bill before Con-
gress requesting the name of 
the holiday be changed to Vet-
erans Day. President Eisen-
hower approved the bill and Armi-
stice Day became known as Vet-
erans Day. It has been known as 
Veterans Day ever since then. 

The next change to Veterans Day 
came in 1971 when the Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act was passed 
by Congress. In accordance with 
this act, all federal holidays, in-
cluding Veterans Day, were held 
on Mondays. Veterans Day was 
held on the last Monday in Octo-
ber from 1971 to 1977. In 1978, it 
was moved back to its November 
11 celebration date. However, the 
rules for celebrating it were 
changed slightly so that if Veter-

ans Day is on a weekend day on 
any given year, the formal cele-
brations and days off work will be 
held on the Friday prior or Mon-
day after (Friday if the actual holi-
day is on a Saturday, and Mon-
day if it is on a Sunday). 

Even though only the federal gov-
ernment, its agencies, and public 
schools are required to be off on 
Veterans Day, there are some 
private employers who give their 
employees the day off out of cour-
tesy or respect for the holiday. 
Currently, about 21 percent of pri-
vate employers in the United 
States give their employees the 
day off on Veterans Day. If there 

is a compelling reason why a 
federal employee needs to work 
on that day, they are given holi-
day pay for doing so. 
 
Because Veterans Day at the 
birthday of the Marine Corps in 
the United States are only a day 
apart (with the Marine Corps cel-
ebrating on November 10 hark-
ening back to its 1775 for-
mation), the Marines often cele-
brate both holidays as one long 
one, with a four day liberty peri-
od. 

There have been calls to have 
Veterans Day and Election Day 
merged into one holiday to make 
it more convenient for people to 
vote. Some see it as ironic that 
people are required to go to work 
on Election Day (when other 
countries make it a holiday), 
which often makes it difficult for 
them to vote, and believe merg-
ing the day with Veterans Day so 
everyone could be off work to 
vote as a good way to honor vet-
erans who have served the 
country and defended the free-
doms of those who live there, 
such as the freedom to vote. 

There is one final part of Veter-
ans Day that may confuse some 
people. While it is spelled 
“Veteran's Day” in most calendars 
and special holiday sales and 
event advertisements, the website 
of the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs says it is meant to be 
spelled “Veterans Day,” without the 
apostrophe, because the apostro-
phe indicates the possessive, and 
the holiday is not one that belongs 
to veterans. Instead, it is a day for 
honoring all veterans. When 
spelling the holiday, this is an im-
portant thing to remember. 
 
 
(Ancestralfindings.com) 

https://ancestralfindings.com/category/wwii/
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