
PUTNAM COUNTY COMPLETE STREETS POLICY 

 

Policy 

According to the U.S. Department of Transportation, “Complete Streets are streets designed and 

operated to enable safe use and support mobility for all users. Those include people of all ages 

and abilities, regardless of whether they are travelling as drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, or public 

transportation riders.” As such, it is the policy of Putnam County (hereinafter “the County”) to 

develop and maintain a safe, accessible, and equitable transportation network for people of all 

ages and abilities that facilitates effective use of all modes of transportation including driving, 

walking, bicycling, and public transportation. 

 

Applicability 

This policy shall apply to the planning, designing, construction, operation, maintenance, and 

rehabilitation of all transportation related elements of projects involving County property or 

County funding, including streets, bridges, sidewalks, trails, and pathways. The successful 

implementation of this policy requires close communication between the Department of 

Public Works, Department of Planning, Development & Public Transportation, Department of 

Health, other related County departments, and New York State. 

 

Design Process and Standards 

All physical projects undertaken or funded by the County shall be evaluated internally for 

adherence to this policy and incorporation of appropriate design standards, following the 

NYSDOT checklists (see Appendices A and B). Projects will be evaluated internally for 

opportunities to incorporate Complete Streets objectives and design principles. If Complete 

Streets objectives and design principles cannot be incorporated into the project, documentation to 

that effect shall be filed by the sponsoring department. 

 

Projects will be designed to achieve the following design principles and objectives. 

a) Provide transportation options for people of all ages, physical abilities, and income levels. 

b) Enhance the safety and security of streets for all motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. 

c) Promote connectivity between existing pedestrian and bicycle networks and public transit. 

d)  Maximize infiltration of stormwater runoff and the enhancement of the streetscape through 

     green infrastructure techniques wherever possible. 

 

The following resources shall be used in developing design details and best management 

practices for Complete Streets: 

a) American Association of State Highway Officials (AASHTO) Guide for the Planning, 

Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities 

b) Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accessibility Guidelines 

c) Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Traffic Calming Measures and Walkable Urban 

Thoroughfares 

d) Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)  



e) National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban Bikeway Design 

Guide 

f) New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) Complete Streets Standards 

g) Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) 

 

Performance Measures 

The County, coordinated by the Department of Public Works and the Department of Planning, 

Development & Public Transportation, shall develop performance measures to track the progress 

of this policy’s implementation. Such measures shall be incorporated into relevant plans, 

manuals, policies, processes, and programs where applicable. These measures include, but are 

not limited to: 

 

a) Total miles of sidewalk on County owned and operated roads. 

b) Total miles of County owned bike paths. 

c) Total miles of County roadways with shoulder widths of four (4) feet or more. 

d) Number of PART/Croton Falls Shuttle/Seasonal Trolley (public transit) stops. 

e) Number of PART/Croton Falls Shuttle/Seasonal Trolley (public transit) stops accessible via 

sidewalks and curb ramps. 
 

The Commissioner of Public Works shall prepare an annual report documenting compliance with 

this policy, citing any issues or opportunities for improvement. 

 

Implementation 

The following Complete Street design methodology shall be considered for projects that the 

County undertakes or for projects that receive federal and/or state funding and/or have NYSDOT 

oversight: 

 

a) A project’s compliance with this policy shall be determined based on completion of the 

NYSDOT Capital Projects Complete Streets Checklist and NYSDOT Smart Growth 

Screening Tool. 

b) The Department of Public Works, the Department of Planning, Development & Public 

Transportation, and other relevant County Departments will incorporate Complete Streets 

principles into existing procedures, programs, plans, manuals, checklists, regulations, and 

other processes where applicable. 

c) The Department of Public Works and Department of Planning, Development & Public 

Transportation will review, develop, and/or revise current design standards, guides, and 

policies.  

d) The County shall support staff professional development and training on Complete Streets 

principles. 

 

 



Exemptions 

Capital road maintenance projects (e.g., repairs, resurfacing, pavement markings, overlays, etc.) 

are not exempt, as they may provide opportunities for improvements to shoulder widths and/or 

conditions, pavement markings, and signage. Exemption from the County’s Complete Streets 

Policy may be considered when: 

 

a) The project under consideration is located where bicyclists and pedestrians are prohibited by 

law; 

b) The costs of providing accommodation are disproportionate to the need or probable use; 

c) The existing and planned population, employment densities, traffic volumes, or level of bus 

or train service around a particular Facility is so low as to demonstrate an absence of current 

and future need; 

d) Emergency or routine minor repairs are needed; 

e) There are comparable existing or planned accommodations near the project site; 

f) Design features would have an adverse impact on public safety; or 

g) In its review of a proposed project, the Department of Public Works and/or Department of 

Planning, Development & Public Transportation has determined that this Policy, in part or in 

its entirety, cannot be implemented.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX  A 
Capital Projects Complete Streets Checklist 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX  B 
Smart Growth Screening Tool 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


