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Introduction 
This guide provides practical information for reuse and recycling of construction and demolition 

(C&D) debris generated during construction projects, information on how to recycle household 

goods, and how to properly dispose of household hazardous waste.  

 

Why Recycle and Prevent Waste? 
Efforts to reduce, reuse, and recycle construction waste can help save money, prevent 

environmental contamination, keep project sites cleaner and safer, reduce materials sent to 

landfills with already limited capacity, boost community relations, and more. 

 

What’s Your Role? 

 
Property Owners, Property Managers, and Developers: 

You have the opportunity to create a successful waste reduction program for a project. 

 

• Make waste reduction a priority with specific goals from the start of the project and plan 

for it throughout all phases of the project. 

• Assemble a team of individuals experienced in environmentally focused design and 

construction practices by including experience requirements and goals in proposals and 

contract documents. 

• Identify materials that can be salvaged and prioritize reuse wherever possible. 

• Monitor the progress of waste reduction efforts by requiring contractors to submit waste 

management plans and monthly waste reduction reports. 

• Specify locations to collect and store recyclables on-site. 

 

Designers and Contract Specification Writers: 

You can influence the process by supporting waste reduction efforts and working with owners 

and developers to identify costs and public relation benefits associated with waste reduction 

practices. 

 

• Create clear, detailed requirements as well as listed plans and specifications for waste 

prevention, salvage, deconstruction, and recycling. 

 

Construction Project Manager: 

You are charged with planning and implementing the waste reduction program. 
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• Effectively communicate the expectations of the plan to the crew and subcontractors 

involved in the project. 

• The plan should include ways to prevent waste, options for salvage and reuse, and 

materials to be recycled on the project, including materials subcontractors will be 

responsible for recycling. 

 

How Can You Prevent Costly Waste? 
Identify potential waste in the early design phases, evaluate reuse opportunities, and ultimately 

decrease the amount of waste generated during construction to see cost savings. 

Waste Reduction Methods 

• Develop and set waste prevention goals and include them in contract specifications. 

• Require reuse and salvage practices wherever possible. 

• Specify green building materials such as certified wood or low VOC paint. 

• Choose flexible interior finishes or materials, such as carpet tiles, that can be easily 

removed and replaced when worn or damaged. 

• Communicate your waste prevention plan at meetings, post it at the job site, monitor 

the program, and promote the results. 

• Require vendors to ship materials to the job site in recyclable or reusable packaging, 

such as returnable pallets or containers. Also require the supplier to take back or buy 

back any unused items. 

• Re-evaluate estimating procedures to make sure the correct amount of each material is 

obtained. 

Recovery Methods 

Reused materials may provide functional or aesthetic features not available in new materials. 

• Deconstruction: the careful dismantling of a whole structure. 

• Selective Salvage: the removal of certain reusable building materials before demolition. 

 

Reusable Building Materials (include but are not limited to): 

 

- Architectural detailing               - Lumber 

- Bricks and blocks                - Moldings and millwork 

- Cabinets                 - Plumbing and lighting fixtures 

- Doors & Windows                - Plywood 

- Flooring                 - Siding 

- Hardware                 - Structural steel 
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Recycling and Waste Minimization Guidelines 

Below is a list of materials that can be recycled or reused. It is important to locate a recycling or 

reuse outlet prior to the start of the project. 

• Cardboard and Paper 

o Avoid excessive packaged materials and supplies 

o Separate cardboard and store in a dry place. See below for list of local cardboard 

and paper recyclers. 

• Plastic and Vinyl 

o Minimize waste of vinyl siding, flooring, and countertop materials by ordering 

only quantities needed. 

o Excess materials may be used by the local Habitat for Humanity. 

• Paints, Stains, Solvents and Sealants 

o Donate unused portions to Habitat for Humanity. 

o Save unused portions for touch up or other jobs. 

o Any unused materials should be properly disposed of at biannual county  

Household Hazardous Waste Drop Off Days (HHWD). 

• Metals and Appliances 

o Separate metal radiators, grates, aluminum siding, copper piping, wire and 

flashing, iron and steel banding from bundles, rebar, and old appliances for scrap 

metal recycling. 

o Refrigerators and air conditioners contain Freon and must be handled separately. 

There may be a disposal fee per unit. 

• Miscellaneous 

o Old batteries can be recycled at various store locations.  Check with local 

retailers. 

o Leaf bags and brush pickup can be left curbside to be picked up by local towns. 

Check with your town for additional information. 
o Each town in Putnam County has their own electronics recycling program. Please check 

with your town for additional information. Old or broken electronics can also be brought 

to Best Buy or Staples for recycling.  

 

Non-Recyclable Materials 

The following materials require special handling due to health, safety, and environmental 

hazards. For more information on proper disposal, call the Putnam County Department of 

Health at 845-808-1390. 

 

• Any materials containing asbestos such as old pipe insulation, asphalt floor tiles, and old 

linoleum. 

• Petroleum contaminated soils 

• Wood that’s been pressure treated or creosote treated timber. 

https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/recycle/
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Select a Waste and Recycling Hauler 

Below are some questions you will want to ask when you contact a hauler. See below for a 

listing of area haulers and other services. 

 

• Be sure to ask for a container for general debris, one for cardboard and one for scrap 

metal. 

• What size containers do they offer? 

• What is the charge to service the container? 

• Do charges include a container rental fee? 

• What materials are acceptable? 

 

Area Haulers and Recycling/Reuse Locations 

Please visit the Putnam County Health Department’s webpage for more information before 
contacting the following local service providers. The following local listings are for informational 
purposes only. It is not an all-inclusive list, and it does not constitute an endorsement or 
approval by Putnam County or provide any assurances regarding the quality of services 
provided. Please contact the respective centers for service locations/hours and for terms and 
conditions as this will vary. A list of permitted solid waste haulers can also be found on the 
Putnam Recycles website.  
 

Battery Recycling: Home Depot (Brewster) 
80 Independent Way, Brewster, NY 10509 
Website 
 

Blue Door Thrift Shop 
1062 Rt. 311, Patterson, NY 
Website 

Boyar Container and Recycling  
205 Myrtle Ave Mahopac Falls, NY 10542 
(845) 621-1850 
Website 
 

Careers Thrift Shop 
208 NY-52, Carmel, NY 10512 
(845) 225-8007 

Carmel Municipal Refuse Collection 
(845) 628-1500 x 184 
Website 
 

Cash for Cans (Bottle & Can Redemption) 
109 Old Rte 6, Carmel Hamlet, NY 10512 
Website 

Competitive Carting 
346 Rt 6 17 West Dr, Mahopac, NY 
(914) 477-5865 
 

DamnAged Vintage (Consignment) 
109 Main St, Cold Spring, NY 10516 
(845) 809-5600 
Website 
 

Expressway Recycling (Scrap Metal) 
3455 Route 9 Cold Spring, N.Y. 10516  
(845) 809-5633 
Website 
 

Goodwill NYNJ Store & Donation Center 
80 Rt. 6, Baldwin Pace, NY  
(914) 621-0781 
Website 

https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/recycle/
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/images/Departments/Department_of_Health/recycle/PCDOH-SW-haulers-List-May2023.pdf
https://www.homedepot.com/l/Southeast-Brewster/NY/Brewster/10509/1271
https://pattersoncommunitychurch.org/thrift-shop/
https://www.boyarcontainer.com/
https://www.ci.carmel.ny.us/municipal-refuse-collection
https://www.cashforcansny.com/
https://damnagedvintage.com/pages/consignment
https://www.expresswayrecycling.com/
https://locations.goodwillnynj.org/goodwill-nynj-store-and-donation-center-d755baa9fbda
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Housatonic Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
(Danbury, CT) 
51 Austin St, Danbury, CT 06810 
(203) 744-1340 
Website 
 

Habitat for Humanity Restore (Dutchess 
Co) 
1822 US-9, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 
(845) 297-7610 
Website 

Habitat for Humanity Newburgh Restore  
(Orange Co) 
38 S. Plank Road, Newburgh, NY 12550 
(845) 565-1789 
Website 
 

Kent Recycling Center 
16 Ray Singer Ct, Carmel Hamlet, NY 10512 
(845) 306-5286 
Website 

Louis Lombardo & Sons Carting Services 
1988 US-9, Garrison, NY 10524 
(845) 424-3194 
 

Patterson Recycling Center 
271 Cornwall Hill Rd, Patterson, NY 12563 
(845) 878-4341 
Website 
 

Philipstown Recycling Center 
1 Lane Gate Rd, Cold Spring, NY 10516 
Website 
 

Putnam Valley Recycling & Bulk Drop Off 
265 Oscawana Lake Road, Putnam Valley, 
NY 10579 
Website 
 

Secondaries Boutique 
1875 US-6, Carmel, NY 
(845) 520-6000 
Website 

Suburban Carting Co.    
30 Tilly Foster Rd, Brewster, NY 10509
  
(914) 698-4300  
Website *Services Southeast  
 

That Nothing Be Lost Thrift 
16 Franciscan Way, Garrison, NY 10524 
(845) 424-3635 
Website 
 

The Vintage Shop Carmel (Consignment) 
222 NY-52 Suite 2, Carmel Hamlet, NY 
10512 
845-306-7332 / 917-545-3811 
Website 

Quick and Easy Bottle Return 
21 Old Rte 6, Carmel Hamlet, NY 10512 
(845) 306-7415 
 

 

https://housatonichabitat.org/about-us-2/
https://habitatdutchess.org/hfhdc-restore/
https://habitatnewburgh.org/restore/donate.html
https://www.townofkentny.gov/recycling
https://www.pattersonny.org/Recycling.php
https://philipstown.com/government/recycling-center
https://www.putnamvalley.gov/bulk-drop-off/
https://shopsecondaries.com/pages/consignment
https://southeast-ny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2568/2024-House-Resident-Refuse-Recycling-Flyer?bidId=
https://stchristophersinn-graymoor.org/thrift-shop/
https://www.thevintageshopcarmel.com/
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