
   Christmas in the Trenches by 

John McCutcheon 

My name is Francis Tolliver, I come from Liverpool.  

Two years ago the war was waiting for me after school.  

To Belgium and to Flanders, to Germany to here  

I fought for King and country I love dear. 

 'Twas Christmas in the trenches, where the frost so bitter hung, 

 The frozen fields of France were still, no Christmas song was sung 

 Our families back in England were toasting us that day  

Their brave and glorious lads so far away.  

I was lying with my messmate on the cold and rocky ground  

When across the lines of battle came a most peculiar sound  

Says I, "Now listen up, me boys!" each soldier strained to hear  

As one young German voice sang out so clear.  

"He's singing bloody well, you know!" my partner says to me  

Soon, one by one, each German voice joined in harmony  

The cannons rested silent, the gas clouds rolled no more  

As Christmas brought us respite from the war 

 As soon as they were finished and a reverent pause was spent  

"God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen" struck up some lads from Kent  

The next they sang was "Stille Nacht." "Tis 'Silent Night'," says I  

And in two tongues one song filled up that sky  

"There's someone coming toward us!" the front line sentry cried  

All sights were fixed on one long figure trudging from their side  

His truce flag, like a Christmas star, shown on that plain so bright  

As he, bravely, strode unarmed into the night  

Soon one by one on either side walked into No Man's Land  

With neither gun nor bayonet we met there hand to hand 

 We shared some secret brandy and we wished each other well  

And in a flare-lit soccer game we gave 'em hell  

We traded chocolates, cigarettes, and photographs from home 

 These sons and fathers far away from families of their own  

Young Sanders played his squeezebox and they had a violin  

This curious and unlikely band of men  

Soon daylight stole upon us and France was France once more  

With sad farewells we each prepared to settle back to war  

But the question haunted every heart that lived that wonderous night  

"Whose family have I fixed within my sights?"  

'Twas Christmas in the trenches where the frost, so bitter hung  

The frozen fields of France were warmed as songs of peace were sung 

 For the walls they'd kept between us to exact the work of war  

Had been crumbled and were gone forevermore  

My name is Francis Tolliver, in Liverpool I dwell  

Each Christmas come since World War I,  

I've learned its lessons well  

That the ones who call the shots won't be among the dead and lame  

And on each end of the rifle we're the same  
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essential skills to manage 
these challenges as they 
and their veteran adjust to 
post-deployment life.  
 
Family of Heroes is a 1-hour 
role-playing training simula-
tion where family members 
learn and practice skills to 
enhance resiliency; includ-
ing, managing expectations 
from their veteran’s return, 
learning to identify post-
deployment stress, and 
managing conversations 
with the goals of de-
escalating arguments, nego-
tiating family responsibili-
ties, and, if needed, motivat-
ing the veteran to seek help 
for post-deployment stress, 
PTSD, or thoughts of suicide.  

 Helping Veteran 
Families Manage 
Post-Deployment 
Challenges: Free 
Online Interactive 
Training 

Post-deployment life can 
come with many challenges 
to veterans and their fami-
lies. A new online, interac-
tive training, called Family of 
Heroes, is now available to 
families of veterans that 
equips family members with 

Users will also learn about local support services in their 
area and how to connect to them. 
The training is confidential and can be taken in private, from 
any computer with an internet connection. It has been made 
available to families of veterans in NYC, Long Island, Lower 
Hudson Valley, and New Jersey by the Veterans Affairs of 
NY/NJ. 

An Interactive Resiliency Training: Helping Veteran Families Reconnect 
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  December 3rd 2011, marked 

the 22nd anniversary of the 

Malta Summit.  Viewed by 

many as the meeting where 

President George H.W. Bush 

and U.S.S.R. leader Mikhail 

Gorbachev officially ended 

the Cold War in 1989.  In rec-

ognition of this significant 

anniversary, Putnam County 

Legislator Richard Othmer 

presented Congresswoman 

Nan Hayworth with a procla-

mation commending her for 

her co-sponsorship of the 

Cold War Service Medal Act 

of 2011 (H.R. 1968).  

In 2009 the Putnam County 

Legislature put forth a resolu-

tion, submitted by Legislator 

Tony Hay, requesting the 

United States Congress to 

support legislation that would 

authorize a Cold War Victory 

Medal.  Some states such as 

Louisiana and Alaska have 

state issued Cold War Medals 

to recognize their Cold War 

Vets; however, until the U.S. 

Congress approves federal 

legislation there is no nation-

ally recognized Cold War 

Medal.  Upon the beginning 

of Rep. Hayworth’s first term 

this year, Legislator Othmer 

as the legislature’s Veterans 

Liaison contacted the Con-

gresswoman and her office to 

seek support for such federal 

legislation.   

After further review it was 

revealed that Congressman 

Steve Israel, a fellow member 

of New York’s congressional 

delegation, had submitted 

such a bill.  At which time, 

the Congresswoman became a 

co-sponsor to affirm her on-

going support for the initia-

tive. 

We not only thank Represen-

tative Hayworth for her sup-

port, but also wish to  raise 

awareness for this request by 

veterans to have a Cold War Service Medal.  Representatives 

from various Veterans organizations will be on hand to speak 

about the importance of this legislation. 

In attendence were:   
              Congresswoman  

Nan Hayworth, M.D. (NY-19) 

New York State Assemblyman         

Steve Katz 

Putnam County Executive  

MaryEllen Odell 

Putnam County Legislator and  

Veterans Liaison                               

Richard T. Othmer 

Putnam County Director of  

Veterans Affairs 

 Karl Rohde 

Putnam County Joint Veterans Council Chairman  

Peter Pennelle 

County Historian, Denis Castelli 
 

that number does not include 

civilian deaths due to the 

Cold War or intelligence per-

sonnel killed.  

To put the 382 casualty num-

ber in perspective, the Span-

ish American War had 385 

"Battle deaths" and there were 

147 "Battle deaths" during the 

Gulf War (1990-1991). So, 

the "cold" portion of the Cold 

War had 3 fewer unclassified 

US service member deaths 

than the Spanish American 

 The VFW, in their book Cold 

War Clashes: Confronting 

Communism, 1945-1991, 

document 382 American ser-

vicemen killed by hostile fire 

during the "cold" portion of 

the Cold War. That number is 

of unclassified and docu-

mented deaths, and it does not 

include training/operational 

deaths or the deaths during 

the Korean Police Action or 

the Vietnam Conflict. Also, 

War and more than double the 

casualties of the Gulf War.  

Officially, the period of the 

Cold War was from 1945-

1991 and should include the 
33,741 Battle deaths of Korea 

and the 47,424 Battle deaths 

of Vietnam for a grand total 

of 81, 547 US Service mem-

bers killed by hostile fire dur-

ing the Cold War. 
 

 

Putnam County Legislator Richard Othmer and Cold War Veterans Thanks Congresswoman Nan Hayworth 

for co-sponsoring Cold War Service Medal Act (H.R. 1968). 

The Cold War 
We were told to “duck 

and cover” to be safe 

from an atomic bomb. 

During the early part 

of the Cold War. 
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 SUPPORT YOUR FELLOW VET-
ERANS, USE THE VA HEALTH-
CARE SYSTEM 
One thing all veterans should 
know is that we all need to sup-
port each other. Of course, vet-
erans probably know this, and 
do this more than the general 
population, but we can do bet-
ter! In order to ensure our veter-
ans benefits are always there 
for us and our fellow veterans, 
we must keep them relevant 
and important in the eyes of 
Congress. Along these lines, to 
ensure our local healthcare is 
there for us, we must ensure all 

veterans in the area, 
use it. So, if you know someone who does not 
use the VA healthcare system, have a conver-
sation with them and let them know they 
should at least go in for an annual physical, 
once a year. This does two things: first, it 
keeps that veteran relevant in the VA health-
care system; second it keeps the local fund-
ing up so that our healthcare in this area 
stays funded and all veterans can easily ac-
cess the benefits they have earned. 
If you have excellent healthcare from your job 
or elsewhere, or you don’t want to change to 
a VA doctor, this is OK. You can still be 
counted in the local VA healthcare system by 
seeing your primary care physician, at least 
once a year for a physical. For the rest of your 
healthcare needs, you can still use your pri-

vate doctor for most of your healthcare, but you will 
still be a relevant part of the VA healthcare system as 
well. You may even find VA healthcare more to your 
liking. VA tends to not overlook a test that private doc-
tors may deem unimportant due to the cost of the test. 
For VA, by ordering the tests, they are ensuring that 
the local VA community will continue to have its fund-
ing in years to come. So, they may be less shy about 
ordering certain testing. Talk to you doctor about your 
healthcare needs and don’t be afraid to bring up is-
sues that may concern you. Remember, that doctor 
works for you! 
 
Brennan Mahoney 
NYS Division of Veterans’ Affairs 
State Veterans’ Service Officer 
 

Castle Point VAMC (T, W, TH) 

PO Box 633, Bldg 19, Rm C210 

Castle Point, NY 12511 

845-831-2000 x5449 

 Putnam Veterans Service Agency (M & F) 

110 Old Route 6, Bldg 3 

Carmel, NY 10512 

845-808-1620 

of the Putnam County Office of the 

Aging.  As of New Years Day 2012 

the transfer will be official.  The vet-

erans of Putnam salute to office of 

the  Office of the Aging for a job 

well done! 

More great news the steeple has 

been placed on the Veterans Me-

morial Chapel at the Putnam Count 

Veterans Memorial Park.  Hopefully 

all the work will be completed soon 

and we can hold an opening dedi-

cation ceremony.  This  will en-

hance our county’s  crown jewel: 

Putnam Count Veterans Memorial Putnam Count Veterans Memorial Putnam Count Veterans Memorial Putnam Count Veterans Memorial 

ParkParkParkPark    

Donald. B. Smith Government Campus 

110 Old Route 6, Bldg. 3 

Carmel, NY 10512 

Phone (845)808-1620 

Fax (845)808-1940 

 The Office of the Director of Veterans Services-Putnam  
Hope that you enjoy this 

newsletter. It is vital out to 

as many veterans as possi-

ble.  I ask you to forward 

this to any veterans on you 

e-mail list, in Putnam or out-

side of Putnam.   

Veterans and their families 

should take advantage of 

the services that they are 

entitled to.   

It is with pride that I an-

nounce that the Putnam 

County Veterans Residence 

will become part of the Vet-

erans Services.  Since its 

inception it has been run 

with great care and out-

standing service by William 

Huestis and the great staff 
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 It was very special to 

me that I was sworn 

in as the 5
th

 Putnam 

County Executive on 

Veterans Day, No-

vember 11, 2011.  I 

am very grateful to 

have had our newly 

appointed Director 

of Veterans Affairs, 

Mr. Karl Rohde lead 

us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance, as well as 

having the oath of 

office administered 

to me by the Hon. 

George E. Pataki, the 

53
rd

 Governor of the 

State of New York.   

 

As your County Legis-

lator, District 5, from 

2006 to 2010, as well 

as the 40
th

 Senate 

District Liaison to 

Government and 

Veterans Affairs for 

Senator Greg Ball, I 

am honored to have 

been one of four in-

dividuals who 

have received 

Honorary Vet-

eran designa-

tion in 2007.  I 

have been 

very fortunate 

as a private 

citizen as well 

as an elected 

official to be 

considered one of 

you.  

 

As your County Ex-

ecutive I wish to 

thank the veterans of 

Putnam County for 

allowing me to serve 

alongside you over the years as you brought 

history and patriotism to our great county 

with projects such as the Gold Star Mothers 

statue and most recent the incredibly mov-

ing “Cost of Freedom Tribute” Moving Wall.   

 

With the holiday season upon us I 

would like to wish you and your 

family a very blessed Merry Christ-

mas as well as a joyous Hanukah.  

We all should join in a prayer for 

our troops as they continue to de-

fend the American dream of free-

dom.  

 

I wish you and your family health 

and happiness in the upcoming 

year as well, and I will continue to join all 

Americans as we pray for the safe return of 

all our troops. 

 

With warm regards, 

MaryEllen Odell 

Putnam County Executive 
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Welcome to “RETURN THE F.A.V.O.R.” Discount Program! I am pleased to sponsor a program that honors our Putnam County 
Veterans as well as benefits our local merchants. 

 

Participating Veterans will file their DD214s at the Putnam County Clerk’s Office and be issued a Putnam County Veteran ID card 

(both services provided free of charge) enabling them to take advantage of discounts offered by local merchants. They will also 

receive a List of Program Rules & Conditions together with a Discount List detailing discounts available. 

 

Participating Merchants will file a Merchant’s Discount Application with the County Clerk’s Office indicating their discount of-

fered to Participating Veterans and will receive a participation poster for display at their place of business. See below links for fur-

ther information. 

 

Veteran Service Agency Director Karl Rohde and I look forward to your participation in this most worthwhile program.  

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (845) 808-1142 x 49301 if I can be of assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dennis J. Sant 


