
 

VFW Post & Ladies Auxiliary 5491 Mahopac &  

American Legion Post 1080- 

Parade from Clarke Place to Veterans Memorial Park on East 

Lake Blvd.  (step off 10:00 AM) 

Ceremony to follow at Monument 

American Legion Post 1080 Ceremony  at noon following VFW  

Ceremony at 333 Buckshollow Road 

Ceremony and Refreshments to follow at VFW Post home  

154 East Lake Blvd 

 

VFW Post 9257& Ladies Auxiliary & AMVET Post 1111  

Putnam Lake- 

Parade from Castle Restaurant to Veterans Monument on 

Haviland Road  (step off 10:00 AM) 

Ceremony to follow parade at monument 

Refreshments to follow at Post Home at 4 Fairfield Drive 

 

VFW Post 8013, Somers- 

Annual Memorial Day Parade and Remembrance Ceremony.  

Step off 10:00 AM from Somers Middle School to Ivandell Cem-

etery.  

( Somers has been added to the list of Memorial Day events because the Somers 

VFW has recently joined Putnam County Council VFW) 

 

American Legion Post 1542, Patterson- 

 10:00 AM walk from Post home to monument on Rt. 311 for 

ceremony 

Refreshments to follow at Post Home. 

monday  May 30, 2016: 

Putnam County Joint Veterans Council- 

 Sunrise Memorial Day Prayer Service at close of Vigil. 

 

 

  

Friday , Saturday , Sunday,  May 

27,28,29, 2016 

 

Putnam County Joint Veterans Council- 

John Morris Memorial Watchfire Vigil, each night  

6 PM-6AM May 27,28,29 Opening Ceremony Friday the 27th at 

7:00 PM 

Flag Retirement through out the Vigil. 

 

Sunday May 29,  20156 

 

VFW Post 1374 & Auxiliary, Carmel &  

American Legion Post 270- 

9:00 AM Ceremony at monument on Terryhill Road, Kent 

11:30 AM Ceremony at Post Home 32 Gleneida Ave, Carmel 

Refreshments to follow 11:30 Ceremony 

 

 Monday May 30, 2016: 

 

VFW Post 391, Putnam Valley- 

11:00 AM Ceremony Putnam Valley Town Hall 

12:00 Ceremony Lake Peekskill Monument (Chester Place) 

1:00 PM Ceremony Post Home 153 Oscawanna Lake Road 

Refreshments to follow 1:00 PM ceremony at Post Home 

2:00PM Start of “Round of Honor”.  Visiting grave sites,         

cemeteries, and monuments in vicinity, including Lakeland High 

School, Bill Mangero Park 

 

VFW Post 672, Brewster- 

Parade from Brewster Fire House to Electrozone Field 

 (step off 11:00 AM) 

 Ceremony at Electrozone Field following parade. 

 Light Lunch to follow at post home on Peaceable Hill Road 

 

                                                                                                    

VFW Post 2362 and American Legion Post 275 Cold Spring- 

 Village Hall at 85 Main Street for a Ceremony. 
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Do you have YourDo you have YourDo you have Your   

Soldier on a shelfSoldier on a shelfSoldier on a shelf   

Yet?Yet?Yet?   

This is a new program for awareness of; first and foremost, those who died in service to our nation, but al-

so Veterans and Active Duty Service members. We are calling it “Soldier on a Shelf”.  You can call it 

“Sailor on a Sill”, “Marine on a Mantle” or “Coastie in the Cupboard” or “Airman on the Armoire”.  
  

 You can stop by and pick up a soldier from the Veterans Service office or the lobby of the County 

Office Building, beginning after May 1st Loyalty Day. Place the soldier somewhere visible in your home. This 

is to remind you that Memorial Day will be   on May 30th.  On that day we urge you to attend a Memorial Day 

Ceremony somewhere in Putnam County.  Take that soldier with and give it to a Veteran or Service Member and 

say: “Thank you for your service”. 

  

  Remember Memorial Day is to honor and pay respect to those who died in uniform  

Defending our country.  Veterans Day is to thank and honor those who wore the uniform of the armed services.   

  

However every day is the day to thank a Veteran or Service Member for their service.  One of the best ways 

to honor, respect and thank those who serve and those who have served and those who made the ultimate sacri-

fice is to attend a Memorial Day Service or a Veterans Day Ceremony.  Memorial Day and Veterans Day are not 

just days off from work. 

  

 Remember bring your “Soldier on a Shelf” with you to hand to a Veteran or Service Member and say: “Thank 

you for your service”. 

  

You can also post a picture of your soldier on our Facebook page:Www.facebook.com/soldieronashelf. 
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 On April 6, many decades ago, 

I became an American Citizen 

by birthright, a fourth genera-

tion American solely because I 

was born here.   A baby-

boomer I was raised by parents 

who lived through the depres-

sion and World War II, to be 

proud of my Country and grate-

ful that I was lucky enough to 

be born here.  On April 6, 2016, 

my birthday, I gained a new 

appreciation for what my par-

ents taught me all those years 

ago. At 2:00 PM in the Historic 

Putnam County Court House I 

was present at a Naturalization 

Ceremony to witness forty-one 

immigrants become 

American Citizens by 

choice.   

The Ceremony was 

opened the Honorable 

James Reitz, Associ-

ate Judge of the NYS 

Supreme Court who 

acted as officiating 

Supreme Court Jus-

tice.  Following an 

opening prayer by 

Sheriff Donald B 

Smith and welcoming 

remarks by Putnam 

County executive 

MaryEllen Odell, Putnam 

County Clerk Michael C. Bar-

tolotti administered the “Oath 

of Allegiance”.  Each of the 

men and women raised their 

right hands smiled and with voices strong 

said, "I hereby declare, on oath, that I ab-

solutely and entirely renounce and abjure 

all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign 

prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, of 

whom or which I have heretofore been a 

subject or citizen; that I will support and 

defend the Constitution and laws of the 

United States of America against all ene-

mies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear 

true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will 

bear arms on behalf of the United States when 

required by the law; that I will perform noncom-

batant service in the Armed Forces of the United 

States when required by the law; that I will per-

form work of national importance under civilian 

direction when required by the law; and that I 

take this obligation freely, without any mental 

reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me 

God." At that moment we welcomed forty-one 

new Americans in that courtroom. 

If that was not enough to make one’s eyes mist, 

when Veterans Service Agency Director Karl 

Rohde stepped forward to lead us in the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the Flag put us over the brink.  

To join these men and women, who walked in as 

legal aliens and now were American citizens, in 

reciting the Pledge for the very first time brought 

a lump to my throat.  What I was lucky enough to 

be born into they chose to become.   

Forty-one men and women came in that day, 

citizens of Albania, Argentina, Canada, Chile, 

China, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, India, Jamaica, 

Kosovo, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Philippines, 

Poland, South Africa, Thailand, Ukraine, United 

Kingdom and Vietnam.  They all left as one of 

us, Americans. 

  Art 

Reflections on 

  Naturalization Day 
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THE CONTEST!!!!! 

Be the first to e-Mail the answers to: 

karl.rohde@putnamcountyny.gov  

 There are 7 uniformed Services name them.  Two 

winners each time: County Employee and  

non-County Person 

  Answer Last time Lois and Beetle Bailey  

County  Winner–Cynthia Iglesias   

 Non-County– NO winner 

GOOD LUCK!!!!!!!!!!! 

 Win a P-38’s supplied by  
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  There are few 

places that I have visited 

where a serenity envel-

ops me as strongly or as 

comfortably as when I 

pass through the gates 

of Arlington National 

Cemetery. If you have 

never been there please put it on your “to do list”.   

Every American should visit Arlington National 

Cemetery. 

 It is appropriate to 

give a little history of this 

very sacred place.  Arlington 

is the only national cemetery 

that is not run by the VA.  It 

is under the auspices of the 

US Army.  The soldiers who 

guard the Tomb of the     

Unknowns are from the 3rd 

Infantry Regiment, traditionally known as “The 

Old Guard”, is the oldest  active-duty unit serving 

in the Army.  Since World War II, The Old 

Guard has served as the official Army Honor 

Guard and escort to the president. In that capaci-

ty, 3rd Infantry soldiers are responsible for the 

conduct of military ceremonies at the White 

House, the Pentagon, national memorials and 

elsewhere in the nation's capital. In addition, 

soldiers of The Old Guard maintain a 24-hour 

vigil at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,      

provide military funeral escorts at Arlington   

National Cemetery.  Parenthetically the Dress 

Blue uniformed soldiers are not Marines as many 

people misstate. The Army adopted the blue    

uniform in 1779 and the Marine Corp in 1798.  

The Old Guard preform annually participates in 

more than 6,000 ceremonies, an average of 16 

per day. 

 The property that the cemetery sits on 

was a plantation that was once owned by the    

step-grandson of George Washington, George 

Washington Parke Custis.  Mr. Custis bequeathed 

the plantation to his daughter, Mary who married 

Robert E. Lee.  The Lee family abandoned the 

property at the start of the Civil War.  Over the 

years of the Civil War three forts  used in defense 

of DC were built on the property and a Freed-

man's Village was established as a way to assist 

slaves transitioning to freedom.   

 Montgomery Cunningham Meigs was 

the Quartermaster General of the US Army.  He 

was given the task of finding suitable resting 

places for the Union dead.   Meigs  was becoming 

increasingly bitter over the fact that the Confed-

erate Generals had  split the nation. In his mind 

this was especially true of General Lee. They had 

attended West Point together.  By way of retribu-

tion for what Megis considered to be 

a traitorous action by Lee he made 

sure the Lee family would never re-

turn to the plantation by making it a 

cemetery for the Union dead.  The 

first military burial took place on 

May 13, 1864, for Private William 

Christman of Pennsylvania. His 

grave site is in what was originally 

the Lee Rose Garden. On June 15, 

the War Department officially      

designated this burial space a      

national 

cemetery, 

thus  

creating     

Arlington 

National 

Cemetery. 

By the 

end of the 

war,    

burials 

included 

thousands 

of service 

members 

as well as African-American Freed-

men. The  Lee’s  never returned. 

 While there were graves of 

Confederate soldiers at Arlington 

they were at first 

mostly  prisoners of 

war.  Families of  

these men were    

denied permission to 

decorate the grave 

sites.  By 1901 Con-

federate  dead from 

other locations were 

reinterred at Arling-

ton. The tombstones 

that mark the graves 

are pointed unlike the 

standard stones.  It 

has been said that 

they were pointed so 

Yankees could not sit on the          

confederate stones.  

                                           

The tomb stone of General     

Pershing is one of the most           

impressive.  He was the military 

leader of US forces during World 

War One.  He was named     

General of the Armies a rank 

that would make in a six star 

general.  Arlington is covered 

with elaborate stones that vari-

ous military service members 

families adorned their graves 

with.  Most are simple white 

stones.  General Pershing      

eschewed an elaborate stone and 

chose a simple stone and to be 

with his men.  Leader in life and 

leader after death.  

  The 624 acres of the Lee 

Plantation are almost full.  The 

Army is in the midst of a 38 acre     

expansion 

that will  

include 

below  

ground 

and above 

ground 

interment.  

There will 

also be a 

Columbar-

ium. 

 My wife and I were at      

Arlington National Cemetery on 

April 24th of this year.  We were 

able to     witness the changing of 

the guard, to view the USS 

Maine monument and see      

Pershing’s Grave site.  We stood  

in awe at a simple grave site 

of an American service 

member who had served in 

World War II, Korea and   

Vietnam.  We saw the     

Canadian Cross that honors 

Americans who served in 

the Canadian Armed    

Forces. Our hearts were 

touched by the gardens of 

stone and so much more. 

 We urge you to visit 

this national treasure.  You 

will see that freedom really 

is not free. 

 

 Karl 
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VA offers group for Women Veterans affected 
by war trauma beginning May 5 

 

 MONTROSE, N.Y. (April 27, 2016) – VA Hudson Valley Health Care System is restarting a group for women who have 

experienced war-zone trauma beginning May 5. 

 The group will meet Thursdays from 1 to 2 p.m. in the Mental Health Clinic conference room, Bldg. 12, at the Franklin D. 

Roosevelt Montrose campus, 2094 Albany Post Road, Montrose, NY 10548. The meetings are free of charge for those eligible for 

VA health care. Women Veterans interested in attending must first call Dr. Yael Margolin-Rice, Clinical Psychologist, for an inter-

view.  No “walk ins” will be accepted; candidates must be interviewed first.  “We are offering a group for women who were de-

ployed to a war-zone in a combat or combat-support capacity and have been adversely affected by their experiences,” Dr. Margo-

lin-Rice said.  Dr. Margolin-Rice added the group is not necessarily for women affected by military sexual trauma (MST). “This is 

not specifically an MST group although some of the participants may also have experienced some form of sexual harassment 

and/or sexual assault during their deployments,” she said.   For information on MST, call Melissa Halligan, Ph.D, -- who leads an 

MST group at the Castle Point campus – at 845-831-2000, ext. 4639. 

 For more information or to be screened for the May 5 group, call Dr. Margolin-Rice at 914-737-4400 ext. 2283. 
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 The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the 

graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in 

almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land. In this observance no form or    ceremony is pre-

scribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of respect as 

circumstances may permit. 

We are organized, comrades, as our regulations tell us, for the pur-

pose, among other things, "of preserving and strengthening those 

kind and fraternal feelings which have bound together the soldiers, 

sailors, and marines who united to suppress the late rebellion." What 

can aid more to assure this result than by cherishing tenderly the 

memory of our heroic dead, who made their breasts a barricade be-

tween our country and its foe? Their soldier lives were the reveille of 

freedom to a race in chains, and their death a tattoo of rebellious 

tyranny in arms. We should guard their graves with sacred vigilance. 

All that the consecrated wealth and taste of the Nation can add to their 

adornment and security is but a fitting tribute 

to the memory of her slain defenders. Let no 

wanton foot tread rudely on such hallowed grounds. Let pleasant paths invite the coming 

and going of reverent visitors and found mourners. Let no vandalism of avarice of ne-

glect, no ravages of time, testify to the present or to the coming generations that we have 

forgotten, as a people, the cost of free and undivided republic. 

If other eyes grow dull and other hands slack, and other hearts cold in the solemn trust, 

ours shall keep it well as long as the light and warmth of life remain in us. 

Let us, then, at the time appointed, gather around their sacred remains and garland the 

passionless mounds above them with choicest flowers of springtime; let us raise above 

them the dear old flag they saved from dishonor; let us in this solemn presence renew 

our pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left among us as sacred charges upon 

the Nation's gratitude, -- the soldier's and sailor's widow and orphan. 

 

It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate this observance with the hope 

it will be kept up from year to year, while a survivor of the war remains to honor the 

memory of his departed comrades. He earnestly desires the public press to call attention 

to this Order, and lend its friendly aid in bringing it to the notice of comrades in all parts 

of the country in time for simultaneous compliance therewith. 

Department commanders will use every effort to make this order effective. 

By order of 

John A. Logan,  

Commander-in-Chief , G.A.R. 

  

After the Civil War, Veterans who 
had fought for the Union formed the 
Grand Army of the   Republic. The 
G. A. R., as it  became known, and its 
auxiliary Women's Relief Corps 
provided support for veterans -
organization of   soldier reunions,    
political clout for federal and state 
Soldiers Homes for invalids, and   
advocacy for a  Memorial Day. 

      G.A.R. Monument 

Electrazone Field Brewster, NY 



Happy Mothers Day 

Where Ever You 

Are! 
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