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a World War Two Veteran.  He lived in Kent New York and 
was a member of my VFW Post.  It was never my honor to 
meet him but I did attend his memorial service.  I was 
blown away by the  several 100 people who attended to pay 
homage to Mr. Petty.  He was a true hero of World War 2.  

He was part of a team that has been called the “Boys of 
Pointe du Hoc”  who scaled steep cliffs on D-Day to quash 

the German 15.5 cm Kanone 418(f) coastal 

guns that were devastating the troops on 
Omaha beach.  Mr. Petty scaled those cliffs. 
He is mentioned in at the very least three 
books about  D-Day.  L-Rod as he was 

called was quite a  character.  Legend has 
it that he was almost not allowed into 
Ranger training because he had no teeth.  
He had lost them all  playing football.  He 
told Lt. Col. Rudder: “Hell, sir! I don’t want 
to eat’ em. I want to fight’em”.  He was 
permitted to become a Ranger.  One story 

credits him with single handily   killing 30 
German soldiers with his BAR.  His name 
could be inserted for Ryan’s name in that 
excerpt from the movie. His nephew      

captures Mr. Petty did with his life after WW II: “We visited 

my uncle in Kent, New York, about 60 miles north of NYC, 
fairly often.  My uncle, William Petty was the director of the 

Clearpool Boys Camp that was financed by the Heinz Foun-
dation.   The camp is for boys in NYC that might need guid-

ance.”  His son Bill summed up his Dad’s legacy:  “He pret-

ty much never made a lot of money,” he said. “He 

was just one of those kind of people that was really 

helping people out. He always gave back to others.” 

 What does this have to do with D-Day?  There 

are Veterans in your back yard-shopping with you in 

the store-sitting in the next pew in church.  They 

gave to this country through their service and many 

are still giving now.  Thank them. 

 

William Elrod Petty led a good life and was a good 

man. That’s all that we as Veterans hope to           

accomplish.  Those who did not return demand     

nothing less.    

    Karl 

 Old James Ryan: [addressing Capt. 

Miller's grave] My family is with me today. 

They wanted to come with me. To be hon-

est with you, I wasn't sure how I'd feel 

coming back here. Every day I think about 

what you said to me that day on the 

bridge. I tried to 

live my life the 

best that I could. I 

hope that was 

enough. I hope 

that, at least in 

your eyes, I've 

earned what all of 

you have done for me.  

Ryan's Wife: James?...  

[looking at headstone]  

Ryan's Wife: Captain John H Miller.  

Old James Ryan: Tell me I have led a good life.  

Ryan's Wife: What?  

Old James Ryan: Tell me I'm a good man.  

Ryan's Wife: You are.  

[walks away]  

Old James Ryan: [stands back and salutes]  

That is a scene from the now classic movie “Saving 

Private Ryan”.  Yes it is a fictional movie but of a very 

real event and that scene is so poignant that it sets 

the tone for the movie and the generation of  warriors 

who actually fought in World War II.  They knew that 

not only were they fighting for the survival of the 

world they knew that  once the guns were silenced 

they had to live up to the sacrifices of those who   

perished.   

William Elrod Petty was a tough man-a good man-     
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The annual Vietnam Veterans' Get Together at the Boonville, NY, VFW is one of the largest one

-day gatherings of Vietnam veterans in the Northeast. Veterans and their families and friends 

assemble for an afternoon of camaraderie and fellowship that is truly emotional. Memories are 

shared, new friendships are formed and the sacrifices made are remembered. The day brings 

many of us back to the time when we served our country with passion and honor and commit-

ment-a time we do not want to forget and that will stay with us to our last breath. And it is the 

main reason we go to the effort we do to put on the Get Together. 

On June 20, 2015 we are having a special Vietnam Veterans Fathers Day event. 

We will be taking up to 14 Vietnam Veterans to this outstanding event in up-

state New York.  Transportation will be via our Veterans Bus.  We will be leav-

ing early Saturday morning and returning 

that evening.  I have   personally attended 

This event several times. Each time was a rewarding 

experience.  Contact this office if you wish to attend. 

Call  845-808-1620.   Reservations needed, 

first come first served.  Please  try to come with us 

to this event the trip is co-sponsored by this office ad Putnam PFC Dwyer Peer 

to Peer Program.  Join us in a great day of fun and comradeship.   Karl 
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TRADITIONAL MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE & DEDICATION OF THE PURPLE HEART 

MONUMENT 

PUTNAM COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK 

May 30, 2015 

Over 150 patriots gathered to pay tribute to the brave men and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice fighting to protect and 

defend the freedoms we so often take for granted.  We also were able to finish the dream first presented by Denis Castelli, to erect a 

monument in the park honoring the recipients of the Purple Heart.  Denis who chaired the monument committee  for the Putnam 

County Joint Veterans Council died in 2014 before we could bring it to completion.  As the current Chairman of the Putnam County 

Joint Veterans Council, it was my honor to be able to preside over the dedication ceremony.  Athena Arvan, the wife of Denis Castelli, 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell, Sheriff Donald Smith and former Congresswoman Nan Hayworth unveiled the monument for all 

to see.  Thanks to the work by Denis prior to his death we just had to follow his plan to bring it to fruition.              Art  
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The contest! 

Be the first to e-Mail the answer to  

pcveterans@putnamcountyny.gov to 

win your very own P-38! 

 

June 14th is Flag day.  What other 

important event is also on June 

14th? 

There will be 2 winners each time: 

County Employees and non-County 

GOOD LUCK! 

Volume 5, Issue 10 Page 7 

Brewster Elks Lodge 
Flag Day 

 June 14, 2015  6:00 PM 
 

Rt 22 and Milltown Road 
 

Refershments 
 

Rain or Shine 
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