
An E-mail Newsletter of  the  Putnam County Veterans Service Agency 

October-November Issue 

Volume 4 Issue 12 

     Putnam   veterans  

newsletter 

 Both Art and I thought that 

Election Day was so           

important that we each 

wrote an article about     

Election Day.   

 Election Day is            

important because when 

many of us went off to war 

we  were unable to vote.  Not 

because it was denied to us 

but because the voting age 

was 21.  In my war, Vietnam, 

over 30,000  service mem-

bers died under the age of 

21. These service members 

gave their lives without hav-

ing a say in our government.  

Without casting a single bal-

lot.  Part of the reason we go 

to war is to insure that the 

citizens of our nation always 

have the right to vote and 

that people of other nations 

may gain that precious right 

in their countries.  My first 

vote was cast in sitting on 

my bunk in Vietnam,  I do not 

remember whose names 

were on the ballot.  I do re-

member the pride I felt cast-

ing that ballot.  Please vote 

and remember there are 

thousands of Americans who 

died to preserve your free-

dom who never had that 

chance to vote. 

 Karl 

In just a few weeks we will be 

voting for a new Congress and a 

new State Legislator.  Every 

Congressional District, every 

NYS Senate District and every 

NYS Assembly District is includ-

ed in this year’s vote, it hap-

pens every two years. 

While I am not about to discuss 

my political views in this forum, 

I am going to encourage you to 

take the time to do a little re-

search about where those who 

are running for office stand on 

their support  of Veterans.  If 

they have been in office and are 

running for reelection how did 

they actually vote on bills relat-

ing to Veterans?  If the elected official or candi-

date shows at a Veteran function do they tell you 

what they have done for you or do they stop and 

listen to what you, as a Veteran, want to see 

done?  Many will boast of their support for us but 

few stop and listen to the Veteran’s concerns. 

We served so that Americans would continue to 

enjoy the rights and freedoms granted to us under 

our Constitution, including the right to vote.  

Please exercise this right on November 4, and 

vote for the candidates you feel will truly support 

the needs of the Veterans.   

   Art 
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 Director of Veterans Services Karl 

Rohde and his deputy Art Hanley will 

be among those walking as they par-

ticipate in the Putnam chapter of the 

Out of the Darkness Community Walk, 

the American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention's (AFSP) signature fund-

raising campaign. The Putnam County 

Walk, which is scheduled for Sunday, 

Oct. 19th, is sponsored by the Carmel 

Teachers’ Association and will start at 

the Carmel Fire Department on Glene-

ida Avenue at 11 a.m. This year’s goal 

is to raise $21,000.  

“We would greatly appreciate any sup-

port that you can give to this worth-

while cause,” said Rohde. “We will be 

walking as part of the PFC Joseph 

Dwyer Veterans Peer-to-Peer Program 

of Putnam County team,” he said.  

According to AFSP, a person dies by 

suicide every 13.3 minutes in the 

Unites States claiming more than 

39,500 lives each year. A suicide at-

tempt is made every minute of every 

day, resulting in nearly one million 

attempts made annually. According to 

Rohde, 22 veterans commit suicide 

daily.  

“One a day is too many, let alone 22,” 

Rohde said.  

He and Hanley will be walking in 

memory of two Putnam County veter-

ans who took their own lives. 

Matthew Oliveri, 28, was a Coast 

Guard veteran who served two deploy-

ments to the Persian Gulf. He took his 

own life on February 11, 2012. 

Matthew Menchen, a United States 

Marine Corps veteran, was an active-

duty Marine from 2000 to 2006. Dur-

ing part of his time in service, he de-

ployed aboard the USS Portland. 

Menchen committed suicide on 

July 16, 2014 and was buried on 

July 21, 2014 on what would have 

been his 38th birthday.  

Also supporting the Putnam Coun-

ty Walk will be County Executive 

MaryEllen Odell. 

“Learning from Karl of the number 

of veterans who commit suicide 

was heartbreaking,” said Odell. 

“Anything we can do to help these 

fine men and women who are so 

impacted by their tours of duty 

that they cannot find their way 

forward in life. This has to be has 

to be a priority for us, certainly as 

a community but also as a nation,” 

she said.  

 

Odell called attention to the free 

Putnam County Cares app which 

offers suicide prevention infor-

mation on its S.P.E.A.K. button. 

The app can be downloaded 

through iTunes or on Google Play. 

Information on the app can be 

found on the county website at: 

putnamcountyny.com.  

The AFSP is at the forefront of research, educa-

tion and prevention initiatives designed to re-

duce loss of life from suicide.  

“When you walk in the Out of the Darkness Com-

munity Walks, you join the effort with thousands 

of people to raise funds and awareness for AF-

SP's vision to create a world without suicide,” 

said Hanley. “The importance of AFSP's mission 

has never been greater, nor their work more ur-

gent,” he said. 

To donate on either Rohde’s or Hanley’s page, go 

t o  t h e  A F S P  w e b s i t e  a t 

http://afsp.donordrive.com and click on 

Out of Darkness Community Walks. Next, 

click on Find an Event Near You and enter 

Putnam County Walk in the Search box. 

Donors can then choose to fund the team 

or to support Hanley or Rohde individually. 

Walk donations are accepted until Decem-

ber 31st. The AFSP is a tax-exempt 501 

(c)(3) not-for-profit agency; all donations 

are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by 

law. 

 

For more information on the Putnam 

County Walk, contact Maria Idoni at 

(914) 610-9156 or email her at: mido-

ni@afsp.org 

 

(This is the second time that the Putnam 

County Veterans Service Agency has spon-

sored an Out of Darkness walk under the 

auspice of the  PFC Joseph  Dwyer Peer-to-

Peer Program of Putnam.  A program that 

will provide peer to peer assistance to Veter-

ans and Family Members.  Please join with 

us and donate don’t let another hero die.) 
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Out of the Darkness - 

Suicide Prevention Walk 

PFC Dwyer  

Served in Iraq 

2003.  PTSD - 

Overdose 



 

 

 

  

 Have any of you seen this monument 

on the south side of the National Mall? 

Washington, DC residents built a Tem-

ple to memorialize local heroes who 

served the nation in World War One. It 

was completed in 1931. It is located 

on the National Mall in Washington, 

D.C. It was the first memorial on the 

Mall to list women and African Ameri-

cans with white men.  Recently there 

has been some movement to make 

this more then a monument to D.C. 

Veterans of the Great war.  To make it 

a monument to all who served in that 

war,  There is no official monument for 

those  who fought in that war.  The 

numbers are still staggering.  

This is almost a forgotten memorial.  I 

was with several VFW friends trying to 

find a shortcut to the Smithsonian from 

the  Vietnam Veterans Memorial when 

we happened upon the monument.  It 

is not well kept and little signage an-

nounces its existence.  What a shame 

for this monument to be in the shadow 

of the World War 2, Korean and        

Vietnam Monuments.  It should not be 

forgotten. 

As Veterans Day draws near please 

do not forget those who served like 

the nation has forgotten this monu-

ment..  Virtually ever VFW and Ameri-

can Legion Post in Putnam County 

will hold a Veterans Day Ceremony 

around 11 AM.  The traditional start-

ing point of Veterans Day.  The   

Eleventh Month, the Eleventh Day 

and the Eleventh  Hour.  That is 

when the guns went silent and  the 

Great War ended.   

The numbers attending are getting 

smaller and that is a shame. 

  Karl 
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World War I (1917-1918) 

Total U.S. Servicemembers 

(Worldwide) 4,734,991 

Battle Deaths 53,402 

Other Deaths in Service (Non-

Theater) 63,114 

Non-mortal Wounds 204,002 

Living Veterans   0 

Veterans Day 



Page 4 Volume 4 Issue 12 

Three 

 Important 

  Events!!! 

Disabled  

            American  

                             Veterans 

Dedication Ceremony for the 1st 

Bridge in NYS to be  named 

“the disabled american               

Veterans 

memorial bridge” 

 

Friday October 17, 2014 @ 10 AM 

Bryant Pond Rd Mahopac/Putnam 

Valley 



I am asking for your help in getting the word out.  

Our aim is to have 100 people attending.  We are 

now taking reservations by calling Anna at (845) 

224-5855.  This is a pre-paid event.  People want-

ing to come are asked to call Anna and she will 

have further information. 

Please help make this event a success ----        

Together we can thank those who have given 

much to protect our freedoms. 

Thanks 

Chief A. Gerald Schramek 

  

  The German-American Social 

Club, located at 11 Kramers Pond 

Road, Putnam Valley is hosting a 

benefit dinner whereby all the pro-

ceeds goes to support the Warrior 

Event Program (an off-shoot of the 

Wounded Warrior effort).  This 

dinner will take place on Saturday, 

November 15th.  Cocktails will 

start at 6PM, followed by a com-

plete sit-down dinner of either fillet 

mignon or salmon wellington.  The 

cost is $50 per person.  Live music 

will be provided  by two of our 

members. 
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  Mental Health Association in Putnam 

County, Inc. (MHA) is pleased to an-

nounce the award of the PFC Dwyer 

Peer Support Program for Veterans 

grant.  The program is named in honor 

of Private First Class Joseph Patrick 

Dwyer, an Army Medic who served in 

Iraq, and subsequently passed away 

after a long battle with Post-Traumatic 

Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

Federal Veterans Administration statis-

tics show that as many as 20 percent of 

Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans, 10 

percent of Gulf War veterans and 30 

percent of Vietnam veterans experience 

PTSD. 

The program will provide “peer-to-

peer” support for veterans who per-

sonally understand the effects of PTSD, 

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and sub-

stance abuse.  This special service will 

offer the opportunity for veterans to 

come together in support of each other, 

to listen and benefit from each other’s 

experience with service related issues 

which may include getting back into 

civilian life, returning to school, secur-

ing civilian jobs, re-entry to family life 

or obtaining VA services.  This pro-

gram has no restriction on discharge 

status, or service dates.   

Services Putnam County 

aims to provide via net-

working agencies: 

-Housing  

- Employment 

- PTSD treatment 

- Legal Services 

- Rape Crisis 

- Suicide Prevention 

- Education 

- Military Sexual Trauma 

- Family Support 

- Domestic Violence 

- Addiction 

- Children's Services 

- Counseling 

- Substance Abuse treatment 

-Services dedicated to female 

Veterans 

 

Please email  

jmazzucco@mhaputnam.org to 

find out out more information 

about the program!  

MHA’s Peer 

Support 

Program for 

Veterans 

will utilize a 

combination 

of peer-to-

peer men-

toring, sup-

port groups, 

creative pro-

gramming 

and addi-

tional activi-

ties for not 

only Veter-

ans but for 

their fami-

lies as well. 

While every 

deployment is different, there is 

one constant:  the camaraderie 

that comes from a shared expe-

rience of life in the military.  

This project will be adminis-

tered through the NYS Office of 

Mental Health, locally through 

the Putnam County Department 

of Mental Health and the Put-

nam County Veterans Service 

Agency. 
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Points to Ponder 

Sometimes a bit of humor is the best way 

to get a point across.  Recently there has 

been a great deal in the press about the poor 

treatment of Veterans at VA facilities.  

This is actually nothing new.  Veterans are 

often the first forgotten and have  to go hat 

in hand to our elected officials to beg for 

entitlements. The Bill Maudlin cartoon to 

the left is ample proof that this neglect is 

not new.  Look at the wounded soldier’s 

right foot for the date.  Then read the cap-

tion.  That fact still does not make the   

neglect  right. 

The cartoon below is why we want to be 

called Veterans, note the capital “V”, not 

vets.  No offence  to vets. 
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