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you want the pub-

lic to be aware of.  

Next issue will be 

about our wonder-

ful Putnam County Veterans 

Memorial Park Monument,  We 

hope you visit each and every 

location in the county.  If you 

have suggestions regarding a 

Veteran monument or War   

Memorial that is in the county 

please tell us about it and we 

will feature it in future issues. 

  Karl  

residence 

in the nation. 

Please take in the beauty of the 

patriotism of Putnam County.  

Thank a Veteran for their ser-

vice.  Not every event or com-

munity was mentioned  or   

noted  but many were.  In the 

upcoming issues a monument 

or patriotic site will be featured 

in every issue.  Please contact 

this office if you have one that 

 There is so much patriotic pride 

and love of Veterans in this   

county that it needs to be touted. 

Not only are we the First Purple 

Heart County in New York.  We 

have the very first Gold Star 

Mothers Monument in the Nation.  

The Gold Star Mothers view our 

monument in such esteem that 

they have adopted it as their na-

tional symbol.  We also have what 

may be the only county veterans 

Locating Veterans Gravesites 

If your search returns incorrect information 

about a veteran or family member buried in 

a national cemetery, please contact the 

cemetery directly to discuss your findings. 

To report incorrect information about a vet-

eran buried in a private cemetery, click on 

"Contact 

Us" at the 

top of this 

page. 

Names 

cannot be 

added to 

the listing 

if a govern-

ment grave 

marker 

was not 

furnished 

for the 

grave, or if 

the exist-

ing govern-

ment grave 

marker 

was furnished prior to 1997. 

For more complete information concerning 

individual records, we suggest you contact 

the cemetery or local officials. 

The Arlington National Cemetery provides 

information on service members buried 

there. The American Battle Monuments  

Commission provides information on service 

members buried in overseas cemeteries. 

If you cannot locate the person you are 

searching for, please provide the following 

information on each individual: 

Full name, including any alternate spellings 

Date and place of birth 

Date and place of death 

State from which the individual entered 

active duty 

Military service branch 

Most requests take approximately four 

weeks for a reply. Be sure to include your 

return mailing address, phone number or 

Internet e-mail address with your request 

and send it to: 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

National Cemetery Administration (43A1) 

Burial Location Request 

810 Vermont Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20420 

Website: 

http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/ 

PROUD PATRIOTIC PUTNAM 

  The database of burial information is updated 

each day. 

Search for burial locations of veterans and their 

family members in VA National Cemeteries, 

state veterans cemeteries, various other      

military and Department of Interior cemeteries, 

and for veterans buried in private cemeteries 

when the grave is marked with a government 

grave marker. 

The Nationwide Gravesite Locator includes  

burial records from many sources. These 

sources provide varied data; some searches 

may contain less information than others.   In-

formation on veterans buried in private ceme-

teries was collected for the purpose of furnish-

ing government grave markers, and we do not 

have information available for burials prior to 

1997. 

Erroneous information can be corrected, but we 

are unable to add to the information contained 

in the existing record. 
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If you are  traveling in the US or Europe 

and you wish to visit the gravesite of a 

relative or other loved one who was in the 

military and buried at a National      

Cemetery  you can find the exact location 

of that persons final resting Place. 

 Donald. B. Smith Government Campus 

110 Old Route 6, Bldg. 3 

Carmel, NY 10512 

Phone (845)808-1620 

Fax (845)808-1940 

Karl Rohde, Director 

Art Hanley, Deputy Director Putnam Veterans Residence 

Gold Star       

Mothers Day 
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Sunday August 10, 2014, 2:00 p.m. 

The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor will 

commemorate the 232nd Anniversary of the 

creation of the Badge of Military Merit, the 

inspiration for today’s Purple Heart. The 

program will be held outdoors (rain or 

shine) at the Hall of Honor ceremonial 

grounds on Sunday, August 10th at 2:00 

p.m.  The program will begin with a timeline 

tribute to our Purple Heart recipients. This 

tribute will conclude with the awarding of 

the Purple Heart to Captain Aristeas Tzova-

ras a veteran from Operation Enduring 

Freedom in Afghanistan.  Everyone is invit-

ed to be a witness and show support for 

our local veteran. It is a day of celebration 

of our local contribution to American history 

and to honor one of our own. This is a per-

fect opportunity to learn about local history, 

honor a veteran and have a good time! 

It was near the end of the American Revolu-

tion when General George Washing-

ton wanted to recognize extraordi-

nary merit among his soldiers. To do 

this, he created the Badge of Mili-

tary Merit, on August 7, 1782. The 

award was to be a heart shaped, 

purple colored badge worn on the 

regimental coat of the recipient.  

Although he wished this to be a 

permanent award, it fell in to disuse 

after the Revolution. In 1932, on 

the bicentennial of George Wash-

ington’s birth, General Douglas 

MacArthur signed General Order 

number 3, created the modern 

Purple Heart, in recognition and 

respect for Washington’s award. 

The National Purple Heart Hall of 

Honor is located at 374 Temple Hill 

Road (Route 300) New Windsor NY 

1255. For additional information, 

please call 845-561-1765. Reservations are      suggested so please call 

us to be part of this celebration.  The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor 

is part of the Palisades 

Interstate Park Commission. 

The Palisades Interstate 

Park Commission adminis-

ters 29 parks, parkways 

and historic sites for the 

Office of Parks, Recreation 

and Historic Preservation in 

New York as well as the Palisades Interstate Park and parkway in New 

Jersey. For more information about The National Purple Heart Hall of 

Honor visit our website www.thepurpleheart.com  or call 845-561-1765  

The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor and New Windsor Cantonment 

State Historic Sites are co-located at 374 Temple Hill Road (Route 300) 

in the town of New Windsor, three miles south of I-84 exit 7B and I-87 

exit 17. Parking, gift shop, and picnic grounds are located on site.  The 

Hall is open 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Tuesday - Saturday and from 1:00 PM 

to 5:00 PM on Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Purple Heart Appreciation Day 

 Veterans Voices & The Girl Scout Gold Award 

two DVD’s, one to be shared in the Put-

nam Library System, and the other to be 

kept as a historical record at Brewster 

High School. If you would possibly be 

interested sharing your story or provid-

ing assistance for this project, please 

contact me at:                               

jlynnmorini22@gmail.com or 

call 845-279-6132. 

 

  Hello, my name is Julia Morini 

and I am working on my Girl 

Scout Gold Award Project. The 

Gold Award is the highest award 

that a Girl Scout can earn and is 

the equivalent to a Boy Scouts 

Eagle Scout Project. For this pro-

ject I will be interviewing differ-

ent Veterans and recording their 

stories. When I have collected 

enough interviews I will make 
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The Original Purple Heart 

http://www.thepurpleheart.com


   

The Military Education 

Benefits is arguably the 

greatest benefit of serving 

in the Armed Forces. The 

Military Education Benefits 

includes several VA admin-

istered education pro-

grams including the Post-

9/11 Military Education 

Benefits, The Montgomery 

Military Education Bene-

fits, MGIB-SR, REAP, VEAP, 

and vocational rehabilita-

tion. These programs pro-

vide a benefit that can 

enhance your life, career, 

and future income poten-

tial. This section of the 

Military Education Center 

is designed to help you 

determine which pro-

gram(s) you may qualify 

for and fits your needs.  

 

The Post-9/11 Military 

Education Benefits offers 

benefits for servicemem-

bers and veterans attend-

ing education and training 

programs taken at accred-

ited colleges or universi-

ties (or accredited non-

college degree granting 

institutions after October 

1, 2011). Post-9/11 bene-

fit payments are tiered 

based on the amount 

creditable active-duty ser-

vice you have since Sept. 

10, 2001. These new edu-

cation benefits include up 

to 100% tuition and fee 

coverage, monthly living 

stipend, up to $1000 a 

year for books and sup-

plies, one time relocation 

allowance, and the option 

to transfer benefits to 

f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .  

 

Montgomery Military Edu-

cation Benefits are availa-

ble for servicemembers 

and veterans to help with educa-

tion and training costs by provid-

ing over $51,000 in cash and 

numerous support programs. 

MGIB can be used to pay for 

many different programs includ-

ing college, business technical or 

vocational courses, distance 

learning (correspondence cours-

es), apprenticeship/Job training, 

flight training and licensing and    

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m s .  

 

The Montgomery Military Educa-

tion Benefits SR (Chapter 1606), 

is available to members of the 

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 

Corps, and Coast Guard Re-

serves, as well as the National 

Guard. The MGIB SR Chapter 

1606 benefit is worth over 

$11,000. This amount is based 

on the current monthly full-time 

student payment rate of $337 

multiplied by the 36-month limit. 

This "payment rate" automatical-

ly increases on October 1 each 

year. You get the increase no 

matter when you became eligible 

o r  s t a r t  u s i n g  i t .  

 

REAP (Chapter 1607) is a De-

partment of Defense/VA educa-

tion benefit program designed to 

provide educational assistance 

to members of the Reserve com-

ponents called or ordered to 

active duty in response to a war 

o r  n a t i o n a l  e m e r g e n c y 

(contingency operation)* as de-

clared by the President or Con-

gress. REAP benefits are poten-

tially payable from December 9, 

2001 (90 days after September 

11, 2001) for persons who were 

serving on a contingency opera-

tion on September 11, 2001 and 

who were in school on December 

9, 2001. The Department of 

Defense may provide further 

guidance as to the retroactive 

nature of th is program.  

 

                                                  

VEAP is an educational assistance pro-

gram that is available if you elect to 

make contributions from your military 

pay to participate in this education bene-

fit program. VEAP is available if you elect 

to make contributions from your military 

pay to participate in this education bene-

fit program. The government matches 

your contributions on a $2 for $1 basis. 

You may use these benefits for degree, 

certificate, correspondence, apprentice-

ship/on-the-job training programs, and 

vocational flight training programs. In 

certain circumstances, remedial, defi-

ciency, and refresher training may also 

b e  a v a i l a b l e .  

 

The Department of Veterans Af-

fairs' Vocational Rehabilitation 

and Employment (VR&E) Vet-

Success program (also known as 

Voc-Rehab or Chapter 31) offers 

disabled vets counseling, training, 

education and other services 

needed to prepare for, find, and 

keep suitable jobs. If you are a 

veteran who has a VA disability 

rating and an employment handi-

cap, you may be entitled to voca-

tional rehabilitation & employment 

services under Chapter 31 of the Military 

Education Benefits. These services in-

clude - but are not limited to - counsel-

ing, training, education and job place-

ment assistance.  

  Take Advantage of Your G.I. Bill 
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As summer moves toward fall 

school bells start to ring.     

Veterans may want to consider 

the benefits accrued while in the 

service and use those benefits to 

go to school. 



 Squeeze in a bit of quality education this 

summer by visiting Boscobel for an out-

door experience that promises muskets, 

memories and more!  

  

Since 1804, Boscobel House has wit-

nessed much of America’s and the Hud-

son River Valley’s past. Its founder, loyal-

ist States Morris Dyckman worked for the 

British Quartermaster Department during 

the American Revolution. His Federal-style 

home stood during the War of 1812, and 

its family produced a military man, Lieu-

tenant Peter Corne Cruger (Company A, 

6th Regiment, Heavy Artillery, NY) who 

fought for the Union and was mortally 

wounded in the Battle of Cedar Creek, VA 

during the Civil War. 

  

To honor its ties to such legendary wars, 

Boscobel will present, “The Dyckman Fam-

ily at War: An Encampment of Soldiers 

from the American Revolution through the 

Civil War” on Sunday, August 24. Starting 

at 11am and ongoing until 4pm, reenac-

tors from the three wars will demonstrate 

military camp life including tactical weap-

on demonstrations, inspections, for-

mations, musket firings, artillery demon-

strations and drills, all which take place 

on the grounds of Boscobel House & Gar-

dens, overlooking the majestic Hudson 

River and the U.S. Military Academy at 

West Point. 

  

Plus, to commemorate the sesquicenten-

nial of the Civil War, the 6th New York 

Independent Battery will fire its Parrott 

cannon to salute Boscobel’s neighbor, The 

West Point Foundry Preserve where the 

guns were made. 

  

D i s c o u n t e d  A d m i s s i o n 

Boscobel's grounds fee has been reduced 

to only $5 per person for this special 

event. And children 6 and under are FREE. 

In addition to the reenactment activities, 

enjoy the views and the gardens, hike the 

Woodland Trail of Discovery, listen to an 

audio tour, and purchase a picnic lunch in 

the Carriage House. 

T i c k e t  U p g r a d e 

For a bonus educational opportunity, 

upgrade your grounds ticket ($6 addi-

tional) to include a guided tour of the 

mansion where you will learn 

about life in the 1800s and view 

a spectacular collection of deco-

rative federal-period furnishings. 

Upgraded tickets must be pur-

chased upon arrival August 

24th at the front desk in the 

Carriage House. Space limited; 

last tour is at 4pm. 

This is a rain or shine event. 

Event Details: 

Sunday, August 24, 2014  

Start Time: 11:00 am - End Time: 4:00 pm  

$5.00 

Available Spaces: Unlimited 

  Living History: Military Reenactment Day 
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The PFC Joseph Dwyer Veterans 

Peer-to-Peer Program of Putnam 

County  

While we are not sponsors of this 

program we encourage Veterans 

and their families to get involved in 

the program. 


