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Putnam             Veterans  �

about Loyalty Day.  The photo on 

the lower left is an early one just 

after World War One. The one on 

the upper right is titled “Loyalty 

Day Flag Hoisting”.  Well first 

there is not such thing as a 

“Loyalty Day Flag Hoisting”  It 

appears the people gathered are 

saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Lastly it is a Loyalty Day  

Ceremony in our very own  

Veterans Memorial Park. Nice to 

have our the picture of our  

wonderful memorial out there 

even if it is misidentified.  (http://

www.netglimse.com/)  The lower 

left photo is of a Loyalty Day 

Celebration in Booneville, NY.  

The picture is from 1992 and 

the lady on the right, next to 

the man in the sunglasses, is 

the Mickey Scherer from 

Carmel then State  

President 

of the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Loyalty Day originally began 

as "Americanization Day" in 1921 as 

a counter to the Communists’ May 1 

celebration of the Russian Revolution. 

On May 1, 1930, 10,000 VFW 

members staged a rally at New 

York’s Union Square to   promote 

patriotism. Through a resolution 

adopted in 1949, May 1st evolved 

into Loyalty Day. Observances began 

in 1950 on April 28 and climaxed 

May 1 when more than five million 

people across the nation held rallies. 

In New York City, more than 

100,000 people rallied for America. 

In 1958 Congress enacted Public 

Law 529 proclaiming Loyalty Day a 

permanent fixture on the nation’s 

calendar. 

          As I searched for some  

pictures of Loyalty Day I came across 

these photos. Two were  on a website 

 

New York State VFW Ladies Auxiliary.  

It is great to see that our county is well 

represented on the internet regarding 

Loyalty Day.  Putnam will help keep 

this important day alive. 

          Karl Rohde, 

                         Director 
Putnam County Veterans Service Agency 
(The name has been changed from the 

“Putnam County Veterans Register” to the 

“Putnam County Veterans Bulletin”  There 

will be less confusion  as to what  

exactly the Veterans register was.) 

                      Bulletin 
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LOYALTY DAY 

JAMBOREE 
Putnam County Veteran’s Memorial Park 

Gypsy Trail Road Carmel , NY 
 

Admission FREE 
Sunday, April 28th 2013 

11 AM - 4 PM 
Parade & Ceremony at 11:45 AM 

D.J. Music & Refreshments Served 
Putnam County Tug of War Championship 

Games for Children Games for Adults 
 
 
 

 

BRING THE FAMILY 

AND 

ENJOY CELEBRATING LOYALTY DAY  

WITH  

THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

EVENT SPONSORED BY 

PUTNAM COUNTY COUNCIL VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
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              On March 18, 2013, Putnam County Executive, MaryEllen Odell, proclaimed Putnam County to be New York State’s 

first “Purple Heart County.”  On Wednesday, April 3, 2013, the Putnam County Legislature made a similar proclamation.  

This designation, made at the request of members of the Westchester/Putnam Chapter of the Military Order of the Purple 

Heart (Chapter 21) and the Putnam County Joint Veterans Council, once again demonstrates the respect shown by Putnam 

County residents and Putnam County officials for the sacrifices made by members and veterans of the Armed Forces. 

              Putnam is already home to the first Gold Star Mother statue in the nation.  It is the birthplace of John McCloy – one 

of only 19 men in American history to be awarded two Congressional Medals of Honor.  It is the home of Albert Luke Ireland, 

who was awarded more Purple Heart Medals than any other man in history – nine medals – five from WWII and four from 

the Korean War. 

              While there have been other counties in the nation, and other towns in New York State, to proclaim themselves a 

Purple Heart municipality – Putnam is the first county in New York State to make such a declaration.  That designation was 

approved by the national, state and local organizations of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, and by Putnam’s own Joint 

Veterans Council.   

              Below is an example of the signs that will be installed at the gateways to Putnam County.   

                                                                                                                            -Denis Castelli, County Historian 

Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is the oldest military 

decoration in use today and was created as the 

Badge of Military Merit by General George  

Washington in 1782; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is awarded to any 

member of the United States Armed Forces who 

was wounded or killed in combat with a declared 

enemy of the United States of America; and 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of the Military Order of 

the Purple Heart, chartered by an Act of Congress, 

is to foster an environment of goodwill among 

combat-wounded veterans and their families, pro-

mote patriotism, support legislative initiatives and 

most importantly, make sure we never forget, and,  

 

WHEREAS, Putnam County, while small in size, 

has from its very origins in 1812, provided military 

leaders of national and historical significance. 

Named for Gen. Israel Putnam, an American 

Revolutionary War hero, Putnam County had four 

fighting Generals in the Civil War including Gen. 

Daniel A. Butterfield who is credited with com-

posing “Taps,” and five Congressional Medal of 

Honor recipients: Abraham K. Arnold, Samuel N. 

Benjamin, William J. Brewer, Daniel A. 

Butterfield and John McCloy, and; 

WHEREAS, Cold Spring resident Albert Luke Ireland, a U. S. Marine Corps sergeant and the recipient of nine Purple Heart med-

als for his service during World War II and the Korean War, was honored on August 20, 2002 when a portion of NY 301 was 

designated the “Sergeant Albert Ireland Memorial Highway,” and  

 

WHEREAS, Putnam County greatly appreciates and recognizes the commitment and sacrifices made by our military service 

members and their families including our Gold Star and Blue Star Mothers and pledges to continue to honor and support their 

contributions.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that Putnam County be forever known as New York State’s first  

“PURPLE HEART COUNTY.” 

 

MaryEllen Odell, Putnam County Executive                                March 18, 2013 



   You may have heard, in the 
news, about the recent rebellion 
by Veterans over the status of the 
claims backlog at VA. Let me 
give you some perspective. First, 
while the numbers of claims are 
EXTREME and growing, the 
situation is not new. Nor has the 
trend become different in any 
significant way, though the back-
log is trending upwards still. 
When VA Secretary Eric Shin-
seki, took over administration of 
the VA, he announced that he 
would eliminate the backlog. 
This is really no surprise as this 

was the 
same statement made by EVERY 
previous VA Secretary for the past 
30 years. Then, recently, Secretary 
Shinseki repeated his assertion 
that, he would again, eliminate the 
backlog, this time indicating the 
mission would be complete in 2015. The Secre-
tary notes VA plans to meet the goal in 2015, of 
100% claims processed within 125 days, with 
98% accuracy, so mark your calendars! This 
statement was made, as if he had suddenly dis-
covered an issue that no previous Secretary 
could find, and has now, somehow, miracu-
lously, fixed the problem. I can only assume, 
too, that he hoped no one would notice he mad 
this very same declaration only two years be-

fore. Do you really expect any change? I think not. 

Now, let’s talk numbers: As of March 23, 2013, by the 
VA’s own report, the total numbers of Pending Claims 
within VA stands at 903,286 with a cool 70.1%, or 608,225 
of those are pending over 125 days! 125 days is the VA’s 
own benchmark of “a bad thing.”  Now, these numbers 

include ALL VA claim work, so let’s 
break this down a bit: Compensation and 
Pension Claims alone are currently at 822, 
520 pending claims, with fully 71.6% of 
those, or 588,959, pending over 125 days 
(again, per VA, this is a bad thing!). So, 
while the VA is touting its recent im-
provements, including improvements in 
service, those of us who work with VA 
and crunch the numbers see no actual im-

provement at all. Again, as noted before, the numbers are 
actually trending in the wrong direction. And this, after the 
VA spent millions of dollars on a paperless claim process, 
that it then found to be incompatible and ineffective, and 
scrapped. So, I can hardly wait for 2015! My life will get 
so much easier! 

                              Brennan Mahoney 

                                             Castle Point VAMC  

(T, W, TH) 
PO Box 633, Bldg 19, Rm 

C210 
Castle Point, NY 12511 
845-831-2000 x5449 

 Putnam Veterans Service Agency (M & F) 

110 Old Route 6, Bldg 3 

Carmel, NY 10512 

845-808-1620 

•           Like us on Facebook https://www.

facebook.com/pcveterans 

•           Follow us on Twitter https://twitter.

com/PCNY_VSA   

•    Visit our website at http://www.

putnamcountyny.com/vsa  

We also want to hear from you.  What do you need?  

How can we better serve you?  What benefits would you 

like to see offered by the local municipalities, County or 

State Government? 

•    Send us tweets @PCNY_VSA 

•    Leave us a message on Facebook 

•    Send us an email putnam-

vets@putnamcountyny.gov 

•    Call us 845-808-1620 

•    Come in and visit us, the coffee is always on 

and we occasionally have a sweet to go 

with it. 

 All you need to do is ask, and we will do everything in 

our power to assist you. 

  At the Putnam County Veterans Ser-

vice Agency our team is always here for 

you, the Veterans, their families and 

their dependents.  We are always looking 

for ways to help those in need and to im-

prove the lives of all who have served 

honorably in the Armed Forces of the 

United States of America.  We are here 

to offer advice, steer you in the right di-

rection, offer a referral or assist you in 

filing a claim.  

We look for new information constantly, 

using what we learn to help those who 

seek our assistance.  Other information 

we gather, we try to distribute to our cli-

ents through this newsletter, reports to 

local Veterans Service Organizations 

and through social media networks. 

Since this newsletter is only distributed 

electronically we assume that the vast 

majority of our readers have a computer 

or access to a computer.  We suggest that 

to keep up with the latest news from our 

office you: 
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Art Hanley , 

 Deputy Director    

Donald. B. Smith Government  

Campus 

110 Old Route 6, Bldg. 3 

Carmel, NY 10512 

Phone (845)808-1620 

Fax (845)808-1940 
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Did you 

know this? 
 

 

 

 

 

As the United States prepared to enter  World War I, hundreds  of thousands of 

young men were shipped across the country, far from their families, friends and 

sweethearts.  The name Sammies (a name given WW I soldiers in reference to 

Uncle Sam) trained hard to prepare for the battle in Europe, and they needed 

something to put a smile on their faces.  And nothing put a smile on the face of a 

young soldier or sailor like a package of Smilage Books from a friend or relative 

back home….The books were sold to civilians, who were encouraged to send 

them to loved ones in the military...At the start of the mobilization, the US De-

partment of War was determined not to let its draftees suffer from the moral fail-

ings that had afflicted military camps since the dawn of time.-the first time that 

Americans had a chance to contribute toward wholesome entertainment for the 

troops as they prepared for war-a legacy that was carried forward starting with 

World War II and continuing to the present day, by the USO, the United Service 

Organizations. —– Excerpted from the Elks Magazine April 2013 edition written 

by  David McCormick 

 



    I recently returned from a  trip to Southeast Asia 
which included a three day stay in South Korea. I had 
long wanted to see the DMZ and the area around 
 Panmunjom. 
 
The trip from Seoul, during the morning rush hour, is 
about ninety minutes by bus.   The road leading up to 
one of several checkpoints is windy with considerable 
farmland on both sides of the road.    At the second 
checkpoint, all passports are checked by a South  
Korean solider (ROK's).  There are presently 29,000 
US military personnel in South Korea.  There are only 
some twenty US Army personnel in the Joint Security 
Area (DMZ).  The ROK's control security at the DMZ. 
The DMZ stretches along the Korean peninsula for one 
hundred and fifty five miles 
 
This checkpoint is serious and no kidding around.  
Proper attire is required and picture taking is restricted 
to certain areas in the Joint Security Area.  Near the 
border was a 323 foot South Korean flagpole.  One 
could see further along in the distance a 525 foot  
flagpole with a North Korean flag.  According to our 
guide, the N. Koreans pride themselves on having the 
highest flag pole.  This attitude is prevalent at the 
DMZ as well.  NK had the biggest border building. 
The NK built a propaganda city just over the board for 
all to see.  It is basically a phony city  for show. This is 
suppose to bring some status to North Korea.  No one 
lives there however.  
 
As we got closer to the DMZ, mine fields are identi-
fied on both sides of the road.  One can see the  
electrified fence as road turns. There are "tank banks" 
along the road to prevent any use of armored vehicle 
for invasion.  The conference building is located on the 
DMZ.  This is a medium blue steel building, some one 
thousand square feet, with doors at each end.  This is  
where tourists can actually walk around the conference 
table and stand in North Korea.   No one is allowed to 
walk across the DMZ yellow line outside anywhere.  
One would be in big trouble  and taken prisoner.   
Photographs are limited to certain areas behind the line 
or on the bus ride around the DMZ where various  
incursions had taken place over the years.  
 
The North Koreans dug three tunnels over the years for 
a possible invasion of the south.  I went into the last 
and largest tunnel, more than 180  yards long.  One 
gets in a roller coaster type car and travels some 100 
yards down underground to the tunnel.  You walk 
some 60   yards to a point where the ROK's  blocked 
any possible advancement by the NK.    You can walk 
out of the tunnel on a steady , gradual upward 160 yard 
walk.  It is quite tiring.  All were winded when we 
reached the exit of the tunnel.  
 
Along the DMZ is the Freedom Bridge where  
prisoners were exchanged after the 1953 Armistice. 
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There is another bridge called the 
"Bridge of No Return" where Koreans 
crossed over during the 1950's and could 
not ever go back to NK. 
 
The last  unique site was the Dorasen 
Railroad Station.  A very modern termi-
nal, closest to NK built for when 
"unification" takes place.  The South 
Korean government hopes to one day 
have a "Eurasian Railroad Line" from SK 
through NK, through China and certain 
former Soviet states to Paris.  The atti-
tude of many South  
Koreans is that unification will happen, 
just as East and West Germany finally 
united. The attitude and mindset of Kim 
Jung Un will have to change radically for 
such unification.  
 
My time in South Korea was positive 
and very friendly.  There is a  
language problem.  My Fromer's 
travel guide was a big help.  

It is interesting that with the 

recent spate of saber rattling 

by the leadership of North 

Korea our very own  

Legislator Roger Gross just 

returned from a trip to South 

Korea.  

 Enjoy his observations. 


