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        Happy New Year! 
 
On behalf of the Veterans Community a crisp 
salute to the folks at the Mental Health Associa-
tion in Putnam, Inc.  Please take the time to 
look over the site.  This is a wonderful site full 
of valuable information to aid and assist Veter-
ans and family members.      www.mhaputnam.org. 
 
We have to be cognizant  of issues swirling about regarding 
Veterans.  Budgets, at any level, should never be balanced on 
the backs of Veterans.  This is not the first time that our Vet-
erans have been plundered in an attempt to “save” the nation.  
You can see that in the very graphic editorial cartoon that  

appeared in the VFW Magazine in 1933.  General  
MacArthur opened fire on the Bonus Marchers (World War 1 
Veterans)  who wanted money promised to them by the gov-
ernment earlier then 1945; to help ease the economic pain they 
were suffering and to collect their due compensation for hav-
ing served.  It was decided that they would not get the money.  
Well once again the Federal Government is trying to balance 
the budget on the backs of the veterans. 
One of these budget cuts is in pension benefits to Veterans 
younger than 62. The budget deal would reduce the yearly cost
-of-living adjustments for these military Veterans. It would 
even impact those Veterans who were forced to retire due to 
injuries sustained in the service of our country.   Yes they are 
going to take money away from disabled Veterans. 

 
However with the bad news comes good news from 
Albany.  Senate Bill S.1199 was passed and signed by 
the governor.  The real property tax law has been 
amended to include a school tax exemption for Vet-
erans similar to the one Veterans enjoy for town 
property tax.  There are several things that should be 
noted  for a full understanding of  the new exemp-
tion.  The key word is that the School Boards 
“MAY” adopt such and exemption, it is not manda-
tory.  Second it will be necessary have a public hear-
ing prior to making the exemption a reality.   This 
office is preparing testimony to be presented at any 
public hearings that may be held through out Putnam 
County.  It would be a good thing to have as many 
Veterans in attendance at the public hearing as possi-
ble. 
The Korean War picture is included because it is a 
neat picture. 
 

Karl 
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