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Doec a Rain Garden FAQ (4
Form a Pond?
No. The rain water will coak in co the rain
garden ic dry between rainfallg.
Are they a Breeding Ground
for Mogquitoes?
No. Mogquitoes need 7 to 12 days to lay and hatch
egge, and ctanding water in the rain garden will lact
for a few houre after moct ctorme. Mogquitoes are
more likely to lay eggg in bird bathg, storm cewetg,
and lawng than in a cunny rain garden. Algo rain
gardeng attract dragonflies, which eat mogquitoes!

CQuggected Rain Garden Plants

Parenniale

CGoatcbeard (Aruncug dioicue)

Butterfly Weed (Acclepiae tuberoca)*

Bergenia (Bergenia cordifolia)

New England Acter (Acter novea-angliae)
Qiberian Bugloge (Brunnera macrophylla)
Sedge (Carex spp.)

Turtlehead (Chelone epp.)

Northern eoa Oate (Chacmantheum Iatifolium)
Fairy candlee (Cimicifuga racemoga)

Qweet Joe-Pye Weed (Eupatorium purpureum)’
Meadowsweet (Filipendula spp.)

Cranesbill (Geranium maculatum)

Daylily (Hemerocallie epp.)

Qwamp Roce Mallow (Hibiecug moscheutos)
Qiberian [rie (Itie cibirica)

Chrube

Japanece Beautyberry (Callicarpa japonica)
Witch-Hazel (Hamamelie virginiana)
Cranberrybuch (Viburnum trilobum)
Mountain-laurel (Kalmia latfolia)

Do They Require a Lot of Maintenance?
Rain gardene can be maintained with little effort
after the plante are ectabliched. Some weeding and
watering will be needed in the firet two yeare and
perhape some thinning in the later yeare ac the
plante mature.

le 3 Rain Garden Expencive?

It doeen’t have to be. A family and a few friende can
provide the Iabor. The main coct will be purchaging
the plante, and even thie coct can be minimized by
ucing come native plante that might already exict in
the yard or in a friend’e yard.

Blua Irie (Irie vercicolor)

Blazing Star (Liatrie epicata)

Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalic)
Octrich Fern (Matteuchia ctruthiopteric)
Bee Balm (Monarda didyma)

True Forget-me-not (Myocotie ccorpioides)
Evening Oenthera (Primula spp.)
Cinnamon Fern (Oemunda cinnamomea)
Qwitchgrase (Panicum virgatum)
Primroge (Primula spp.)

Rodgercia (Rodgereia pinnata)
Black-eued Sucan (Rudbeckia fulgida)
Goldenrod (Solidago epp.)

Globe Flower (Trolliug europaeus)

*Attractive to buttarfliee and/or Hummingbirde

Red-ocier Dogwood (Cornue cericea)
Inkberty (llex glabra)

Winterberty Holly (llex vetticillata)
Wild Clematic (Clematie vitginiana)

For more information contact Putnam County Soil & Water Concervation Dictrict, €41 Fair Street, Carmel, NY 10512
CA5-KTS-TIE ® Lauri.Taylor@ putnameountyny.gov ® www.putnameountyny.com
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Rain ie natural; etormwater ien’t. Government
ctudiec have chown that up to 70% of the
pollution in our etreamg, rivere and lakee ic
carried there by etormwater. Although mogt
people never think about etormwater, about
half of the pollution that ctormwater carries
comeg from thinge we do in our yarde and
gardene! Planting a rain garden may ceom like
a emall thing, but if you calculate the amount
of rain that rung off your roof, you would be
very curpriced. Rain ic cupposed to coak info
the ground, but inctead heads down the etreet
to the ctorm drain, carrying pollution with it.
Keaping rain whete it fallg, by putting it into a
beautiful rain garden, ig g natural golution.
You not only get a lovely garden out of it,

you have the added benefit of helping profect
out rivere, streame and lakeg from stormwater

pollution. You can be part of a beautiful colution!

Everyone can help preven t
ctormwater pollution
A cleaner Envitonment
begine with youl!

EPA’c Phace Il Stormwater Regulatione
tequite all Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
Qyeteme (MS4<) within an “urbanized area”
to develop a Stormwater Management Plan.

Putnam County, all cix towne and the Village

of Breweter are concidered MS4'c.

STORMWATER
POLLUTION

Be Part of
the Colution!
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1. Determine the bect location:
Where doee gravity take runoff water?

(Go with the flow from roof draine, patiog,
drivewaye, roadways)

Qtay at leact 10 feet away from the
foundation of your houce.

Don’t ingtall the garden over any
patt of a geptic eystem.

Check the location of utilitiee. .
Blue Irie
A cunny or partially chaded area will work bect.

?. Check the coile:

Qoil types vary in how quickly they
will abeorb within 24-4K houre.

Dig a hole € inchee wide, 12
inchee deep and fill with water.

If it takes more than an hour for the water to drop an
inch, your coil will need amendmente.

Adding eand and compost will help.

Qoilg that have been compacted by heavy construc-
tion equipment need to be dug up and loocened fo a
depth of two feat or replaced with a mix of 50-60%
eand, 20-30% topeoil, and 20-30% compost.

Rain gardenc are NOT a colution for wet areas. The
garden mugt have good drainage co that the water
can coak in within 24-4% hours after rainfall

9. Determine the Qize:

Recommendatione vary, but a tule of thumb ie to multiply
equare feat of roof/patio/driveway by Soil Factor = Area of Garden.

Qoil factore: (eand - .20), (loam - .40), and (clay - .60).

Remember that different paric of your roof or other impervioug
curface drain to different down epoute/areae.

Ectimate only the area that will drain into your garden.

Rain gardene for gingle family homee will typically range from
150-400 equare feet (15'10" to 20'x20").

Most rain gardens are 4 to € incheg deep.
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4. Decign the Layout:

The garden chould be on a fairly level curface or 3 berm can be
created on the downhill cide co runoff can cettle in the garden.

A 4-%< inch deprescion near the cenfer will allow water refention
and promofe infiltration.

A length of garden hoge or tope 13id on the ground can help you
define the area.

The garden can be any chape ag long ag water flowe evenly
acroce the garden.

The outlet chould not be directly opposite the inlet.

5. Excavation/Congctruction:
Call before you dig (1-€00-062-7962) or €11

or vieit www.digeafelynewyork.com. Call 2 daye
before you dig to locate any underground utilitiec.

Remove the exigting cod or plante.
Dig a 4- inch depreccion (or bowl) with 3 level bottom.

Build a emall berm on the opposite the gide but not
directly gcrose from the water entry ucing coil axcavatad
from the garden. Allow a low point for water that exceeds
your depth to eccape. Some rain gardene (compacted or
clay coils) may require a cubeurface drain pipe. (consult
3 profaccional) Now ic the time to add organic matter or
other amendmente to the coil if the coil neede it.

6. Plant Inctallation and Maintenance:

Qelect native, non-invagive epeciee that do not object to having
their roote wet for a foew daye and are tolerant of dry cpelle.
(cee plant list). Remember fo gelect plante for your garden
location (full sun or chade). Group the same plants together in
clumpe of at leact 3 for the best effect.

Inctall and care for plante ag you would in other new landseaping.
Plante will need to be watered until growth ig establiched.
Remember, that all plante need water in drought conditions.

Rain gardeng require weeding until plante are of cufficient

cize to out-compete weeds. To help keep weeding to 4 minimum,
uge 3 chredded hardwood mulch or pea gravel ac a fop dresging
in your rain garden.lt ic aleo recommended to Iabel your new
plantinge fo avoid confucion with weeds.

Remember, native plante do not require fartilizer,
herbicidee or pecticidec.



